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SUBJECT:  Policy on Relationships Between Soldiers of Different Ranks

1. 
The Army policy regarding relationships between soldiers of different ranks was revised effective 13 June 2002.  The revision is now reflected in paragraph 4-14, AR 600-20, Army Command Policy, 13 May 2002.

2. 
Certain types of personal relationships between officers and enlisted personnel are now prohibited.  They include:

    
a.
On-going business relationships.  This prohibition does not apply to landlord/tenant relationships or to one-time transactions such as the sale of a car or house.  

    
b. 
Dating, shared living accommodations (other than those directed by operational requirements), and intimate or sexual relationships, except between married personnel.   

    
c. 
Gambling between officers and enlisted personnel.

3. 
There are other exemptions for relationships between members of the Army Reserve or National Guard when the relationship primarily exists due to civilian acquaintanceships or civilian employment.  The “civilian acquaintanceship” exemptions may also apply for relationships between members of the Regular Army and members of the Army Reserve or National Guard.   

4. 
In addition to the above, relationships between soldiers of different rank are always prohibited if they compromise the chain of command, cause actual or perceived partiality or unfairness, involve the improper use of rank or position for personal gain, are perceived to be exploitative or coercive in nature, or create an adverse impact on discipline, authority, morale or the ability of the command to accomplish its mission.

5.
Although all military personnel share the responsibility for maintaining professional relationships, in any relationship between soldiers of different rank the senior member is generally in the best position to terminate or limit the extent of the relationship.  However, all members may be held accountable for relationships that violate this policy.

6. 
Commanders should consult with their servicing judge advocate prior to initiating action based on inappropriate relationships between soldiers of different rank.  
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