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SUBJECT:  Requests by Non-DoD Governmental Entities (Federal, State, or Local) to Use United States Army Reserve (USAR) Facilities

1. 
Non-DoD governmental entities (Federal, State, or local) may use USAR facilities during emergency and non-emergency situations.


a.  Emergency situations that require an immediate response.  Imminently serious conditions resulting from a civil emergency may require immediate action by military commanders to save lives, prevent human suffering, or mitigate great property damage. When such conditions exist and time does not permit prior approval from higher headquarters, local military commanders are authorized to take necessary action to respond to the requests of civil authorities for immediate assistance. All such necessary action is referred to as "Immediate Response," and could include, for example, allowing use of a USAR facility as an emergency shelter.  Any commander acting under the Immediate Response authority shall report such action to higher headquarters as soon as possible.  For more information about a commander’s Immediate Response authority, see DoD Directive 3025.1, paragraph 4.5, DoD Directive 3025.15, paragraph D.7.a, AR 500-60, paragraphs 2-1f, 2-2, and 2-17, and AR 140-483, paragraph 9-20.  


b.  Emergency situations that do not require an immediate response.  Requests to use USAR facilities in civil emergency or disaster situations that do not require an Immediate Response (because imminently serious conditions do not exist or have passed), such as during the aftermath of a civil emergency or disaster, should be routed to the appropriate State or Federal authorities responsible for disaster relief, e.g., FEMA.  Military assistance to non-DoD governmental entities in the aftermath of a civil emergency or disaster when immediate response is no longer applicable is authorized only when directed by FEMA.  For more information about a commander’s authority to engage in disaster relief apart from immediate response situations, see DoD Directive 3025.15, paragraph D.7.c, DoD Directive 3025.1, paragraph 4, AR 500-60, chapter 2, and AR 140-483, paragraph 9-20.


c.  Non-emergency (non-immediate response, non-aftermath) requests.  Requests to use USAR facilities at times other than during a civil emergency or disaster or its aftermath are governed by several regulations, including AR 140-483, chapter 9, AR 405-80, AR 360-61, and DoD Regulation 5500.7-R, paragraph 3-211.  Such requests must be submitted in writing to the USAR center commander/OIC (single unit centers) or to the President of the local USAR Real Property Management Board (RPMB) (multiple-unit USAR centers and Army-hosted Armed Forces Reserve Centers).  The facility commander/OIC/RPMB may grant short-term (one time use less than 30 days), non-exclusive use licenses (provided there is no adverse effect on the USAR mission), but must forward the request through the chain of command to USARC for final approval.  Requests for long-term use (in excess of 30 days) of USAR facilities will not be granted locally, but must be forwarded through the chain of command to USARC for forwarding to FORSCOM and the Corps of Engineers (COE).  Commanders/OICs should note that AR 140-483, paragraph 9-9, states that a short-term license will not be issued for interim use of a center when a long-term license is what is actually required.  Additionally, AR 140-483, paragraph 9-11, requires that appropriate environmental documentation (usually a Record of Environmental Consideration (REC)) be completed whenever a commander/OIC grants a short-term license.   


d.  Non-emergency requests from civilian law enforcement agencies.  Non-emergency requests from civilian law enforcement agencies (Federal, State, or local) to use USAR facilities are governed by AR 500-51, chapter 2, section II.  Commanders receiving such requests must forward them up through command channels to HQDA (DAMO-ODS) for approval.
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2. 
Because they concern military support to civil authorities (MSCA), requests by non-DoD governmental entities to use USAR facilities should be routed through the Regional Readiness Command’s Civil-Military Project Officer (CMPO).  The CMPO should coordinate such requests with the local Deputy Chief of Staff, Engineers (DCSENG) and Staff Judge Advocate prior to action or forwarding by the commander.

3.  For additional information contact the USARC DCSOPS MSCA coordinator/CMPO or the USARC SJA Operational Law Division.
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