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SUBJECT:  Legal Assistance Eligibility of Reserve Soldiers

1. 
Reserve soldiers and their family members are eligible to receive legal assistance from U.S. Army Judge Advocates if the soldiers:

    
(a) 
Are serving on active duty for more than 29 days. 

     
(b) 
Are serving on active duty for 29 days or less unless assistance has been limited to emergencies or to certain categories of assistance.

    
(c) 
Are undergoing Premobilization Legal Preparation (PLP).

2. 
Reserve soldiers are also eligible to receive legal assistance from Reserve Judge Advocates:

    
(a)
For military administrative matters.

    
(b)
For PLP (including their families).

     
(c) 
When assigned to TPUs or as Individual Mobilization Augmentees (IMA), or alerted for mobilization, or for personal legal problems and needs that may adversely affect readiness.

    
(d)
When personal legal problems arise from, or are aggravated by, mobilization.  This assistance must commence within two years following release from active duty.  These problems could include:



(1)
Reemployment issues.



(2)
Family medical issues/coverage.



(3)
Claims for damage or lost personal property.



(4)
Revocation of power of attorney.



(5) 
Income taxes.



(6) 
Education benefits and issues.



(7)
Small business assistance for deployed reservists.



(8)
Veterans benefits and rights

3. 
Commanders may limit legal assistance services when resources are not available due to mission requirements.  Legal assistance services are described in AR 27-3.  Commanders should refer soldiers to the servicing Staff Judge Advocate for assistance.  The OSJA, 90th RSC will coordinate support for units without a servicing Staff Judge Advocate.
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