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SUBJECT:  Family Care Plans

1.
Purpose.  Options on Soldiers Who Refuse to Execute Valid Family Care Plans

2.
Points or Facts.

a.
Ensuring for the care of dependants in the event of mobilization and deployment is a requirement of service in the Army.  Under AR 600-20, Army Command Policy, paragraph 5-5, certain Soldiers are required to maintain a valid Family Care Plan (FCP) to provide for their dependant family members in the event of deployment.  Para. 5-5 b lists those soldiers that are required to have a FCP.  The unit commander is solely responsible for validating and approving the Soldier’s FCP.  Failure to have a valid, approved FCP in place renders a Soldier non-deployable.  

b.
If a Soldier does not have an approved FCP, the commander will counsel the Soldier to submit additional documentation or evidence to support their FCP within 30 days from the date of first disapproval.  If the FCP is found to be deficient at the time of mobilization or deployment, the commander will counsel the Soldier to rework their FCP.  The Soldier should be given a reasonable amount of time to accomplish this.  This will ordinarily be 30 days unless a shorter period is specified due to urgency and/or nature of the deployment.  This counseling should be in writing.  

c.
Soldiers who fail to provide and maintain a valid FCP are subject to adverse administrative action but not punishment under the UCMJ.  Commanders may initiate a Bar to Reenlistment UP AR 140-111, section VII for failure to manage family affairs.  Commanders may also initiate an involuntary separation action UP AR 135-178, para. 6-5, Involuntary Separation Due to Parenthood.  Soldiers will receive either an Honorable or General Discharge under Honorable Conditions.  Officers may be separated UP AR 135-175, para. 2-12, Professional Dereliction.  A copy of the written counseling and a memorandum documenting Soldier’s failure to provide a valid FCP after counseling is required to support any administrative action.  


d.
Suggested Counseling.

You are being counseled for failure to have a valid Family Care Plan IAW AR 600-20.  Ensuring for the care of your dependants in the event of mobilization and deployment is a requirement of continued service in the Army Reserve.  Your Family Care Plan is deficient in the following areas: ___________.  

You have 30 days to correct this deficiency and present a valid Family Care Plan to me. Failure to submit a valid Family Care Plan can result in a Bar to Reenlistment  UP AR 140-111 or Separation UP 135-178 chapter 6.  If separated, you could receive a characterization of service as honorable or under honorable conditions.  A discharge under honorable conditions could affect your entitlement to VA benefits (not withstanding any action by a discharge review board) and education assistance, and prejudice you in civilian life.
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