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SUBJECT:  Immediate Response in Emergency Situations

1.  Purpose.  To provide information to commanders on providing immediate response to support and assist civil authorities or the public in emergency situations.

2.  Points or Facts.

     a.  DoD Directive 3025.1 grants all military commanders the authority to immediately respond to requests for support from the civil sector to save lives, prevent human suffering or limit great property damage, under imminently serious conditions resulting from any civil emergency or attack.  Under these conditions, it may not be possible to obtain timely prior approval from higher headquarters.  However, the support provided will not take precedence over combat and combat support missions, or where it could adversely affect national security or military preparedness.

      b.  Support provided under immediate response may include:  (1)  Rescue, evacuation, and emergency medical treatment of casualties, maintenance or restoration of emergency medical capabilities, and safeguarding the public health;  (2)  Emergency restoration of essential public services  (3)  Emergency clearance of debris, rubble, and explosive ordnance to permit rescue or movement of people and restoration of essential services;  (4)  Recovery, identification, registration, and disposal of the dead;  (5)  Monitoring and decontaminating radiological, chemical, and biological effects;  (6)  Roadway movement control and planning; and (7)  Safeguarding, collecting, and distributing food, essential supplies, and materiel on the basis of critical priorities 

     c.  Any component or command may receive a request for immediate response.  DoD components that receive oral requests from civil authorities for emergency support may initiate informal planning and, if necessary, immediately respond when time does not permit prior approval.  All verbal requests for support will be followed up in writing.

     d.  The commander will report the action taken to higher authority as soon as possible.  Where continued support will be necessary or is beyond the ability of the commander to sustain, the commander will request guidance from higher authority.  If the situation is not an emergency, only the CG, FORSCOM can approve the use of reservists in disaster relief operations. 

     e.  Immediate response should be provided to civil agencies on a cost-reimbursable basis if possible.  Assistance should not be delayed or denied because of the inability or unwillingness of the requester to make a commitment to reimburse DoD.  USAR commander may approve voluntary USAR participation during imminent serious conditions, in a nondrill, nonpay status
     f.  Many states have enacted “Good Samaritan Statutes" that provide special rules of liability for persons who render emergency medical care at the scene of an accident or disaster.  Under some of these statutes, only physicians and nurses are exempted from liability for their negligent acts in rendering aid, while other states exempt anyone who renders such aid.  In those states not having such statutes the standard principles of negligence will govern the liability of the United States and its agents.
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