FY04 STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING, ARMY RESERVE TA 

ACES UP-FRONT and DISTANCE LEARNING TUITION ASSISTANCE
1. BASIC TUITION ASSISTANCE (TA), I understand that:

a. The Army Reserve will pay up to $250.00 per semester hour (sh) (or other equivalent) of my tuition costs.    

b.
TA pays only fees specific for course(s) such as laboratory / shop fees and any other mandatory fees charged all students, which, when combined with tuition cannot exceed $250.00 per SH.  These mandatory fees must be listed on the school registration form which you must send to ESO.   Fees will not be paid later.

c. TA is authorized on a course-by-course basis prior to the start of the course.  If I do not use my TA forms, I must inform the ESO.

d.  No changes will be made on courses or dollar amounts for which TA is granted, without the approval of 

      the RRC Education Services Office.

e.  TA is for courses required for the completion of my formally declared educational goal.  TA is authorized, IAW 

     USAR Policy and AR 621-5, for soldiers earning a diploma, certificate, associate, baccalaureate, and    

     graduate/first professional levels.  Student must give ESO proof of college registration.   

f. I am pursuing a certificate or degree and I do not currently hold one at the same level.  Prerequisites needed as 

     specified by college or university will be covered by TA.  I must submit a degree/certificate plan.

g. TA is based on eligibility, school accreditation, and availability of funds.  TA is not guaranteed or an 

     entitlement.  TA is on a first come, first served basis, providing form(s) are complete. 

h.  I understand that I must provide grades to the ESO within two weeks following course completion.  Proof  

     of successful course outcome must be provided before additional TA will be issued.  

2. ELIGIBILITY, I understand that:

a. If I am a Selected Reserve Commissioned or Warrant Officer and use ACES TA, I will incur a 4-year Reserve Service Duty Obligation (RDSO) from the date my last class ends. 

b. That TA is authorized for Army Selected Reserve soldiers  (TPU, IMA, Chaplain Candidates) in good standing. 

c. I am not attending full-time school under provisions of AR 621-1 (Fully Funded).

d. If flagged for weight or APFT, I am still eligible for TA.

e. I have enough time remaining in the Reserve to complete the courses for which I am using TA, (Enlisted only).

f. I will provide proof of registration from the school to my ESO (by email, scan, fax, or hand carry).  

g. I am not a SMP (Simultaneous Membership Program) Cadet on scholarship. 

3. WITHDRAWAL/FAILURE TO COMPLETE COURSE, I understand that:

a.  If I receive any grade showing I did not successfully complete the course (F), I will be required to   

       repay the TA.  This policy may be waived if my failure to complete the course may be attributed to  

       circumstances beyond my control and so documented by my commander or unit administrator.

b.   I must provide the ESO with a memorandum, signed or endorsed by my commander, verifying that my failure 

      to complete the course was justified.  

c.  If I do not provide this commander’s memo to the ESO within 120 days of the scheduled course completion 

    date, the amount  of Army tuition assistance will be collected from my pay.  My commander and the ESO will    

    not  remind me of this requirement.  Defense & Accounting Service will take funds out of my reserve pay.

d.  If I withdraw from a class or classes, it is my responsibility to inform my ESO immediately.  I must provide a copy of the withdrawal form to my ESO.  .    

4. DUPLICATION OF BENEFITS, I understand that:

Presently, the law governing TA and USAR soldiers allows USAR TPU soldiers enrolled in at least a half-time (1/2-time) schedule to utilize TA and MGIB concurrently. 

5. DISTANCE LEARNING COURSE, I understand that:

IF I am enrolling in a Distance Learning (DL) course with a beginning and ending date longer than 24 weeks, Up-Front TA is not authorized.  TA will be on a reimbursable basis.   

I AGREE TO THE ABOVE CONDITIONS FOR THE USE OF TUITION ASSISTANCE VERIFIED BY MY SIGNATURE BELOW.


Printed Name 
Signature
Date

Email



Cellular Phone


Home Phone
Work Phone
FAX

Education Service POC:  Name, Commercial Phone, fax, email

Toll free phone # 

Education Office address:  

POC Email:    

Education Is Our Best Defense.

Don’t Leave Home Without It. 
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