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1 July 2000

SUBJECT:   Retirement Benefits

1.  Purpose.  To provide information, guidance and points of contact on Retirement Benefits for Reserve soldiers of the 89th RSC.

2.  Points or Facts.


a.  This information sheet is to assist you and your family on your reserve retirement benefits.  Take full advantage of all the benefits you are entitled to, you and your family have earned it.  This information sheet will provide basic guidance and points of contact.  Enclosed is a retirement benefits book to assist you.  

b. Applying for Retired pay.  Retirement pay is not automatic.  You must 

apply for it.  Reserve soldiers with 20 years of qualifying service can collect their reserve retirement at age 60.  180 days prior to reaching age 60, you must apply to AR-PERSOM to receive retired pay by submitting DD Form 108, Application for retired pay benefits.  Contact Customer Service at AR-PERSCOM at 1-800-318-5298.


c. Computing Retired pay.  Computing retired pay means dollars in your pocket.  The basic formula for computing retired pay is: Total retirement points divided by 360; result multiplied by 2.5%; result times current basic pay of grade in which you retired (Points divided by 360 x .025 x basic pay = monthly retired pay).  You can contact DFAS Retired Pay Operations at 1-800-321-1080 or HQ ARPC/FMFQP at 

1-800-525-0102 x 6211/ 6727 for more answers.


d.  Survivor Benefit Plan.  The purpose of the SBP is to establish a survivor benefit program that gives members of the armed forces a low-cost opportunity to leave a portion of their retired pay to their survivors.  As a retiree you can leave 55 percent of your gross retired pay to your spouse and or children.  You may select the SBP upon receipt of your 20-year letter or at age 60.  The benefits of this plan vary for each individual.  You are encouraged to calculate how the Survivor Benefit Plan would apply or benefit your personal situation.  The enclosed Retirement Benefits book published by The Retired Officers Association explains the details of this plan.  Additional information can be obtained by calling DFAS at 1-800-982-8459 or online at: www.dfas.mil/money/retired/survbnft.html.


e.  Identification Card.  Retirees have the obligation to report any changes in their family status to the nearest military installation ID card issuing facility so changes can be made to DEERS.  Most military benefits for members such as exchange, commissary, recreation facilities, theater, and TRICARE require a valid identification card.  The 89th RSC point of contact for DEERS is SFC Dixon, 1-800-892-7266 x 1587.
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f.  Life Insurance.  SGLI is only effective for a 120-day period upon retirement/separation from the Reserves.  SGLI can be converted to Veterans Group Life Insurance (VGLI) or to a commercial life insurance policy.  For more information on VGLI contact 1-800-419-1473.

g.  Entitlements.  In order to collect many of your entitlements, you will need

your DD form 2, Retired Identification Card.  The following lists the benefits for retired reservists:

Benefit



Eligibility prior to 60
 Eligibility at age 60

Burial allowance



Yes




Yes

Burial flag




Yes




Yes

Commissary



24 times per year



Yes

Exchanges




Yes




Yes

Legal assistance



Limited



Limited

Military affiliate radio service

Yes




Yes

Military clothing sales


Yes




Yes

Military medical/ dental


No




Limited

Military recreational facilities

Yes




Yes

Officer/ NCO club



Yes




Yes

Official library services


Yes




Yes

Pay and Allowances


No




Yes

Post/ Base facilities



Yes




Yes

Post/ Base theater



Yes




Yes

Retention of commission (officers)
Yes




Yes

SGLI





Only for 120 days


No

Space Available Travel


Yes




Yes

Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)

Yes




Yes

Transient Billeting



If available



if available

Tricare




No




Yes

VGLI





Yes




Yes

Wearing of uniform



---------On appropriate occasions--------

h.  Points of Contacts: Be prepared for retirement.  Educate yourself and your family about your benefits.  The following lists helpful numbers and web sites:

89th Regional Support Command



1-800-892-7266

AR-PERSCOM 





1-800-318-5298

DEERS 






1-800-538-9552

Department of Finance & Accounting Services

1-800-982-8459 
www.dfas.mil
AFRC-CKS-PRR (140)









SUBJECT:   Retirement Benefits

Social Security Administration



1-800-772-1213
www.ssa.gov

Space Available Travel




1-800-419-1473

The Retired Officers Association



1-800-245-8762
www.troa.org

Veterans Administration (Burial eligibility)

1-800-827-1000
www.va.gov
Veterans Group Life Insurance



1-800-419-1473

www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/dpos/topics/retire.html

www.army.mil/usar/benefits/benefits9.htm

www.militaryinfo.com/
www.usarc.army.mil/89thrsc/

www.veteran-center.com/retirement.htm

3.  Phone numbers often change.  If the numbers above don’t work contact the Army Reserve Unit nearest you (the phone number can be found in the Blue Pages of your phone book).  If they do not know the answers ask them for the phone number to their Division or Regional Support Command Headquarters Deputy Chief of Staff Personnel section.  




         CW2 Michael K. O'Brien/ 1-800-892-7266 x1289

