Line of Duty Investigations for Mobilized soldiers who are injured during Active Duty

AR 600-8-1, dtd 18 Sep 86 (this edition must be used)

Fact:  Line of Duty Investigations (LODs) are not properly being completed for mobilized soldiers within the 88th RSC.  IAW AR 600-8-1, Line of Duty Investigations are required to arrive at a determination that the disease, injury or death was a direct cause of military service.  They are essential for protecting the interest of both the individual soldier and the U.S. Government.  

Discussion:  Line of Duty investigations must further be completed during the mobilization in order to protect the soldier for continued medical treatment, Active Duty Medical Extension (ADME) or Incapacitation Pay once the soldier is released from Active Duty.  Without the LOD being completed the soldier is not entitled to any treatment or pay after release from Active Duty which may have a significant effect on the soldier and his family.

Implementation:  The Commanders/1SG need to fully understand the importance of the LODs.  This should be covered during a unit mobilization.    The LOD should be documented at the time of the injury and completed by the units servicing Casualty Area Command (CAC) prior to REFRAD.  This should be coordinated with the units supporting PAC at the Active Duty location.

Upon REFRAD all solders should elect the out processing physical.  If there is a medical condition that cannot be taken care of prior to REFRAD the soldier may elect ADME until he/she is fully capable of returning to work upon De-mob or have obtained all medical treatment that is available.  

The Commanders should ensure that the DA Form 2173 is completed and approved prior to any unit/soldier being released from Active Duty.  If the LOD is not approved upon REFRAD, the commander must ensure the DA Form 2173 has been initiated by the medical treatment facility in order to process the action upon return to Home Station.

Section I, DA Form 2173 must be completed by the attending physician or Patient Administrator.  Section II, must be completed by the units Headquarters Company Commander.

For any injury/illness/disease that may have existed prior to mobilization, a Formal LOD Investigation must be completed.  The formal investigation can only be initiated/completed by the commander of at least a BN size organization or higher.

Required Document:  Once it is determined that a soldier has been injured the Commander must ensure the DA Form 2173 is properly completed by the attending medical facility and him/herself.  At a minimum Section I will be completed by the attending medical facility.   The DA Form 2173, examination and treatment records with a copy of the soldiers Active Duty orders (or approved leave form, depending on duty status)  needs to be forwarded to the servicing Casualty Army Command for review and final determination.  

Commanders/1SG/Personnel Clerks may contact the 88th RSC POC for LODs at anytime during mobilization.  Additional information can be located on the Military Medical Support Office (MMSO) Web page at http://mmso.med.navy.mil or 

Contact:  

1-800-843-2769 ext 3070
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