DRAFT

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

LAND ACQUISITION 

FORT SNELLING, MINNESOTA

AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW U.S. ARMY FACILITY

ST. JOSEPH, MINNESOTA

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed action is to convey 10.7 acres of land currently owned by the U.S. Army Reserve, located at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, to the Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC). The conveyance of this property will allow the MAC to implement an Runway Safety Area (RSA) and Object Free Area (OFA) at the northeast end of existing Runway 4-22 at the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. Implementation of the RSA/OFA would put the MAC in compliance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) safety requirements. Relocation of an existing inter-base roadway will also take place from the site. In exchange for the release of U.S. Army Reserve land, the MAC proposes to build a new Operation and Maintenance Shop (OMS) and Area Maintenance Support Activity (AMSA) for the Army Reserve, 88th RSC in St. Joseph, Minnesota. This site was previously evaluated and selected by the Army Reserve as the most suitable site for such a facility. Construction of a new facility would involve the transfer of personnel from existing St. Joseph and St. Cloud facilities, and would include the closing of those facilities. 

The U.S. Army Reserve has assessed the environmental impacts of this proposed action in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. The preparation of this Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) and the attached Environmental Assessment (EA) satisfy applicable NEPA requirements. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

A No-Action Alternative was also considered. NEPA regulations refer to the No-Action Alternative as the continuation of existing conditions of the affected environment without implementation of, or in the absence of, the proposed action. Inclusion of the No-Action alternative is prescribed by Council on Environmental Quality regulations as the benchmark against which federal actions are evaluated. Under this alternative, the U.S. Army would retain ownership and maintenance of 10.7-acre site at Fort Snelling, and the MAC would not construct a new OMS/AMSA facility for the 88th RSC.

CONSEQUENCES

Based on the findings of this EA, the implementation of the proposed action would not have a significant individual or cumulative impact on environmental or social factors in the area of potential effect (APE) for the proposed action. Anticipated minor impacts (both short- and long-term) include the following:

· Air Quality – The proposed action would most likely generate dust during construction at both sites. However, proper dust control measures will be taken for the duration of construction and will minimize impact.

· Water Resources – The proposed OMS/AMSA facility in St. Joseph would increase the impervious surface at the site, however, it is anticipated that the facility would cause only a negligible increase in surface water runoff to nearby watersheds. Drainage from the maintenance bays could contain materials that may be considered harmful to the water supply, but the drainage will be routed through an oil/water separator and flow into the sanitary sewer.

· Visual Resources – Construction materials and equipment would be visible from surrounding land uses at both sites.  However, construction impacts will be short-term, and any materials graded or disturbed during construction will be replaced. The OMS/AMSA facility will be constructed according to Army guidelines, and will be compatible with commercial land uses in the vicinity of the site. 
· Hazardous Materials – The proposed OMS/AMSA facility on the St. Joseph Site would house maintenance-related chemicals, some of which may be considered hazardous by OSHA or CERCLA definitions.   These materials, however, will be stored on a short-term, rotational basis and all chemicals will be properly stored and labeled, and will be stored at quantities below appropriate regulatory thresholds.
· Utilities – Part of the Army waterline will remain on the RSA/OFA Site and will be lowered as a result of the proposed action. Other utilities serving U.S. government agencies would also remain on the RSA/OFA Site.   A watermain easement and other utility easements will be obtained as part of the exchange agreement between the MAC and the Army. An easement/lease will also be granted to the FAA for approach lighting facilities. Water and sanitary sewer from the city of St. Joseph system will be extended and hooked up to the St. Joseph Site.  
The proposed action would allow the MAC to be compliant with FAA regulations, and would provide the 88th RSC with a more spacious and modern maintenance facility. 

Selection of the No-Action alternative would also have no significant adverse impacts on the environment. However, without release of the 10.7-acre site, the MAC would not obtain the lands necessary for the RSA/OFA.  Without land dedicated to an RSA/OFA, rerouting of the inter-base roadway cannot take place, and the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) would not be in compliance with existing FAA rules and regulations for the runway. In addition, the 88th RSC would not obtain a new building, and personnel would continue to work and train in overcrowded and outdated facilities.  This could affect morale, training and retention of personnel. 

CONCLUSION

After review of the Environmental Assessment prepared in accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, the Council on Environmental Quality regulations, and U.S. Army Reserve guidelines, it has been determined that the proposed action would not have a significant impact on the quality of the human or natural environment and, therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.

PUBLIC COMMENT

A copy of the EA for the proposed action is available for review at the following libraries:

Environmental Conservation Library

300 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401

Great River Regional Library, St. Cloud

405 St. Germain

St. Cloud, MN 56301

Public comment is invited for a period of thirty days, beginning after publication of a Notice of 30-Day Period for Public Comment in local newspapers. Written comments should be directed to: 

Commander 88th RSC

Attn: AFRC-CMN-EN (Leard)

506 Roeder Circle

Fort Snelling, MN 55111
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