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DoD � HYPERLINK "http://www.defendamerica.mil/downloads/Iraq-WeeklyUpdate-20040303.pdf" ��slides� on Iraq reconstruction.








Defense Leaders’ Views on One-Year Anniversary of Operation Iraqi Freedom





“They (al Qaeda) are operating differently than they did...When you think of 90 nations in the Global War on Terror, trading intelligence, trying to freeze bank accounts, putting pressure, law enforcement pressure, making it more difficult for al Qaeda and other terrorist networks to move across borders to recruit – to retain their people and killing and capturing a reasonable number.  It has to be harder for them.  So what they’ve done is they’ve altered their approaches. They’re doing things differently than they were three years ago, and that’s not surprising.  Just as we go to school on them, they go to school on us.” � HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/transcripts/2004/tr20040316-secdef0548.html" ��(transcript)�





Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld


March 16, 2004








“…the most important thing in the intelligence world is to keep our focus on an enemy that is still out there. Madrid is a clear demonstration that despite a lot of success, even though they don't have a secure sanctuary in Afghanistan any more, they don't have a secure sanctuary in Iraq any more, many hundreds of them have been caught or killed, they're still out there, they're still dangerous, and I think that's where our intelligence effort needs to focus.” � HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/transcripts/2004/tr20040316-depsecdef0547.html" ��(transcript)� � HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2004/n03182004_200403181.html" ��(story)�


Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz


March 16, 2004





“The region is now more secure due to the elimination of a dangerous regime with a history of aggression and links with terrorist organizations. The achievement of this historic effort is thanks to the brave and selfless sacrifice of our Coalition forces." � HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2004/n03172004_200403176.html" ��(story)�





Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff


March 17, 2004 
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.cjtf7.com/" ��Coalition Joint Tax Force-7�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.defendamerica.mil/otg/OTG-Iraq/IraqOTG.html" ��Iraq-On the Ground Archive�
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Pentagon Briefing �


A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense





Progress In Iraq





On March 19, 2003, the United States and its Coalition partners launched the first air strikes of Operation Iraqi Freedom. A year later, Hussein's decades-old regime has been removed and 25 million Iraqis have been liberated from one of the world's most brutal tyrannies.





A broad Coalition of nations is providing support for efforts to stabilize and rebuild Iraq:  34 countries, including 11 of the 19 NATO countries, have provided more than 25,000 troops.





The Iraqi Governing Council has passed an interim constitution. 





More than 200,000 Iraqis now provide security for their fellow citizens. Iraqi security forces now account for the majority of all forces in Iraq.  





All 22 universities and 43 technical institutes are open, as are nearly all primary and secondary schools. All 240 hospitals and more than 1,200 clinics are open.  
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The Iraqi Governing Council has passed an interim constitution. 
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Removing Saddam


�


The head of Saddam Hussein is removed from the Presidential Palace in Baghdad in December. (USAF photo by Tech Sgt John Houghton)

















