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DRINKING AND DRIVING IN ILLINOIS
This fact sheet is intended to give general information about the Illinois Vehicle Code and Driving Under the Influence (DUI) in the State of Illinois and is not intended to be a substitute for consulting with a licensed Illinois attorney.  Please consult with a licensed Illinois attorney if you have any questions or have been charged with DUI. 

Driving Under the Influence

According to the Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/11), it is illegal to “to drive or be in actual physical control of a motor vehicle, while under the influence of alcohol, or any other drug, which renders one incapable of driving.”  A person convicted of misdemeanor DUI can be sentenced to 364 days in jail, a $2500.00 fine, or both.  Additionally, they may have to attend Victim Impact Programs, be evaluated and complete any alcohol counseling, and perform community service.    

Blood Alcohol Content

The legal limit for blood/alcohol content is 0.08% concentration in the blood.  According to Illinois law (625 ILCS 5/11-501.1), if you drive, you allow the government to take a blood, breath, or urine sample to determine alcohol content – this is commonly called “implied consent.”  A refusal to submit one of these requested samples results in the loss of one’s driving privileges.

License Suspension

Under Illinois law, your license could be suspended from 3 months to 2 years (depending on whether you took the breathalyzer, the blood alcohol content, and your prior driving record).  You may qualify for a Judicial Driving Permit (JDP), but you still cannot drive for the first thirty days after the 46th day after the arrest.  The JDP is a permit that allows you to drive to and from work, school, and alcohol treatment.  The JDP is very restrictive and you are allowed to drive only if you abide by its terms and restrictions.  Violating your JDP can result in its revocation and very serious criminal consequences.

What To Do If Charged With A DUI

Being charged with DUI in Illinois is a serious matter and could result in imprisonment, fines, and a loss of driving privileges.  Since this is a serious criminal matter, you should consult with a licensed Illinois attorney to explore all your legal options.
The best way to avoid a DUI

is not to drink and drive.
