THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

I send greetings to all those celebrating Military Family Month,
sponsored by the Armed Services YMCA of the USA.

Our Armed Forces are upholding the noble tradition of duty, honor,
and loyalty to our country as they secure our homeland and help
make the world a safer place. Our Nation is strong because of our
brave men and women in uniform. As we work to advance peace
and to fight terrorism, the heroic contributions of our military
members continue to inspire individuals across our country.

I thank our military families for their continued support of our
active duty service members. Your encouragement helps prepare
them for the important tasks they undertake in the defense of our
freedom.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes. May God bless you, and
may God continue to bless the United States and all who defend her.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT MAJOR
203 ARMY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20310-0203

REPLY TO July 28, 2003

ATTENTION OF

Dear Family Member:

I am very proud to join Armed Forces Services YMCA during Military Family Month in
thanking you for the hard work and dedication you show everday. Your outstanding support to
our Army families is what helps make our nation the strongest in the world.

In this day of world-wide deployments and lengthy periods of separations, we are truly
thankful for our loved ones and blessings. As we continue to strive for a more peaceful world
we all can look back and realize that we can count on the support of our spouses and children
during these times. Part of every mission’s success depends on the trust that soldiers have,
knowing someone at home is waiting on their return with open arms and open hearts.

During this week of celebration, we would like to recognize and applaud you for your
efforts; they are truly deserving of praise. I extend my most heartfelt appreciation and gratitude
to you from those of us who serve.

Sincerely,

L@
Jack L. Tilley

12™ Sergeant Major of the Army

Printed on @ Recycled Paper
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winners from the five
armed services win a $500

US 5av}n85 Bond !

- Seven second —-place winners

Se‘r $100 US 5av}n85 Bonds

Navy 2003 Art Contest Winner
Rhianna Shaheen, 5th grade

Who can enter! Students of military families in the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast
Guard and National Guard, in kindergarten through sixth grade, are eligible to enter. Department
of Defense and Coast Guard civilians’ children may enter in an honorary category for a $100 U.S.
Savings Bond. The top military entries will be used on the 2004 Military Family Month poster sponsored by
GEICO Direct.

. What YO Should do: Drawings should be of the student’s family and in color, on 8.5 by 11 inch paper.
Black and white drawings may be entered but are less likely to be selected as top winners. Oversized and
three-dimensional entries will not be judged. Entries should depict the student’s military family. Please do
not identify family members on the drawing.

Stuf¥ you Should Know: Write on the back of each entry: your name, grade and age; address, including city,

state and zip code; parents’ names, military affiliation and rank; military installation; phone number or email a

parent may be reached (please include country code on overseas entries); and if you attend a Defense

Department school, school’s name. Entries missing this information will not be judged. Deadline for entering is
anuary 26, 2004.

Hore stuf¥ to Know: Visit the Armed Services YMCA web site at www.asymca.org, or call 703-313-
- 9600. Email questions may be sent to kspooner@asymca.org. Mail entries to: Armed Services YMCA, Attn:
- Art Contest, 6359 Walker Lane, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22310. Sorry, all artwork becomes the property
of the Armed Services YMCA and cannot be returned.
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‘My Military Family’
Armea Services YMCA
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Ar7 Confes’ 2004
Entfry Form

Student’s name:

Age: Grade:

Street address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone (must include country code if necessary):

Email (if available):

DOD school if entered this way:

Military parent’s rank and name:

Other parent’s name:

Military branch (please circle):

. . Coast National -
Army Navy Marines Air Force Guard Guard Civilian
Military installation: State/Country:

The Armed Services YMCA will award six U.S. Savings bonds of $500 for first-place entries, and $100
bonds for second place. Students of military families in the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard
and National Guard, in kindergarten through sixth grade, are eligible to enter. Department of Defense and
Coast Guard civilians’ children may enter in an honorary category for a $100 U.S. Savings Bond. The top
military entries will be used on the 2004 Military Family Month poster sponsored by GEICO Direct.
Winners must have a Social Security number to be issued bonds.

Entries should depict the student’s military family. Drawings should be in color, on 8.5 by 11 inch
paper. Black and white drawings may be entered but are less likely to be selected as top winners.
Oversized and three-dimensional entries will not be judged. Please do not identify family members
on the drawing. Each entry must include the information above on the back, or this form may be taped to
the back of the entry.

For additional information, visit the Armed Services YMCA web site at www.asymca.org, or call
703-313-9600 ext. 10. Email questions may be sent to kspooner@asymca.org. Deadline for entering is
February 2, 2004; however, entries will not be accepted before November 1, 2003. Mail entries to:
Armed Services YMCA, Attn: Art Contest, 6359 Walker Lane, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22310. All
artwork becomes the property of the Armed Services YMCA and cannot be returned.
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The eagle has landed and is seeking

young readers (YOU!) who want to
tell "Why They Like To Read”

ASYMCA ESSAY CONTEST 2004

Three $500 and three $100 Savings Bonds
will be awarded to the best of the eagle’s flock of entries
from grades first to sixth.

You can enter if you are from a family that has a member who is Active~Duty,
Guard, Reserve, retired military, or a civilian employed
with the Defense Department or Coast Guard.

Mailed entries must be postmarked by March 12, 2004.
Mail Entries to Armed Services YMCA,
6359 Walker Lane, Suite 200, Alexandria, Va 22310.
Emailed entries must be sent no later than March 8, 2004.

Email entries to kspooner@asymca.org
EACH entry MUST include the
Online Essay Contest Entry Form.

Visit the Armed Services YMCA website at
WWw.asymca.org
for complete rules and entry forms.
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This essay contest is about reading. Now think about this: how has reading affected your
life? Why do you like to read? Write your essay fr'om the heart. How reading has been
a part of your life or even a part of your families relgtionship with the military. Perhaps
create a story or poem about reading and keep it under 300 words. Use your imagination!

a.org

for complete rules nd entry forms.
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ASYMCA ESSAY CONTEST 2004
Make us ery or lough!
Tell us a tole about reading with a family member!
Has reading mode a difference in your life?
Onything, as long as READING is the topie.

LOVE READING?

The best will win.
Top essays in two catagories of grades 9~10 and 11~12 will receive
a $1,000 US Savings Bond.

Second place winners get a $200 Sovings Bond.
You can enter if you are from a family that has & member who is Qletive~Duty,
Guard, Reserve, retired military, or a civilion employed with the Defense Depart-
ment or Coast Guard. Mail entries must be postmarked by March 12, 2004.

Mail entries to Qrmed Sewices YMCAQ,
8359 Walker Lane, Suite 200, Qlexondria, VA 22310.
Email entries must be sent no later than March 8, 2004.

send entries to kspooner@asymen.org
Each entry MUST include the Online Essoy Contest Entry Form.
Visit the OQrmed Services JMCQ website at
WWW.asymeo.org
for complete rules and entry forms.

LOCKHEED MARTIN /%
Our proud sponsor




Qrmed. Sewvieces YMCQA

Essay Contest 2004

Entry Form

Student’s name:

Age: Grade:

Street address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone (please include country code if necessary):

Email (if available):

DOD school if entered this way:

Military parent’s complete rank and name:

Other parent’s name:

Military branch (please circle):

. : Coast National -
Army Navy Marines Air Force Guard Guard Civilian
Military installation: State/Country:

Sponsored by the Lockheed Martin Corporation, the essay contest promotes reading among children and
teens of the uniformed services (active-duty, Reserve, Guard and retired), and civilian (DOD and Coast
Guard) families. One $500 first place and one $100 second place bond will be awarded in categories for
first and second grade; third and fourth grade; fifth and sixth grade; and seventh and eighth grade.
Students in two high school categories, ninth and 10", and 11th and 12th, will be awarded $1,000 bonds

for first place, and $200 bonds for second place. In addition, there are two $100 bonds for essays of
special award.

Students are asked to write about ‘why I like to read’. Grades eight and below should submit entries of
300 words or less. High school students (ninth through 12th grade) should write essays of 500 words or
less.

This completed entry form must accompany all entries. (Extras are available online at www.asymca.org)

For additional information, please visit the Armed Services YMCA web site at www.asymca.org, or call
703-313-9600 ext.10. Email questions may be sent to kspooner@asymca.org.

Deadline for entering by postal service is March 12, 2004; however, entries will not be accepted before
November 1, 2003. Entries become property of the Armed Services YMCA and will not be returned. Mail
entries to: Armed Services YMCA, Attn: Essay Contest, 6359 Walker Lane, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA
22310. Email entries may be sent to kspooner@asymca.org no later than March 8, 2004.
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