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U.S. and UK Leaders Sign Agreement for Integrated Medical Support

Heidelberg, Germany -- Today military leaders from the United States Department of Defense and the Ministry of Defence of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland officially entered into an agreement to integrate medical support at Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo.

The two countries will combine military medical assets at the U.S. Army hospital, Camp Bondsteel, to provide level III health care that includes specialty and surgical care to service members working in multinational brigade east and multinational brigade central, the regional sectors predominately run by the U.S. and UK.  Implementation of the agreement is expected to begin later this month following completion of skill function validations and provider accreditation. Each country will maintain separate medical support for other levels of medical care, including medical evacuation support.  

Integrating the hospital staffs benefits service members of both countries, according to U.S. military medical officials.  Because of the similarities between the two countries, high standards of healthcare and professional expertise will be maintained, and the number of military health care professionals required by each country will be reduced, lessening the number of deployment rotations required of military medical professionals.   

The hospital at Camp Bondsteel will be commanded by a U.S. Army colonel.  A UK major will serve as executive officer.  

Additionally, a permanent quarterly steering committee under supervision of the Surgeon, U.S. Army Europe, and Permanent Joint Headquarters, (UK), will work to identify and resolve any personnel staffing, logistic and operational issues and monitor and evaluate the operation. 
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