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Army, Air Force set precedent with web-cast coverage of returning Soldiers

        NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, Nev. –In a technological first, a spectacular “Welcome Home” of an Army Reserve truck-driving unit returning from duty in Iraq was aired on an external website. The footage was provided by the Public Affairs Office here in cooperation with the Army Reserve.

      The web-cast, aired about two hours after the ceremony set a precedent for homecoming coverage. A three-minute streaming video version will be available on the 63d Regional Readiness Command’s website within a few days. The homecoming, supported by local businesses and community members, is currently available for viewing through an external website at http://s7c.com/257/ .

       The 257th Transportation Company served a total of 13 months on active-duty, much of that time conducting truck-driving missions in Kuwait and Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The unit of more than 200 Soldiers logged over 2 million miles and those deployed came from California, Nevada and Arizona units. The 257th Soldiers were welcomed home here as heroes on March 25 in an outpouring of community support.
      The event was taped and packaged by Nellis Air Force Base Public Affairs Office.  Two local media firms, Star 7 Communications and iStreamPlanet Co., teamed up to provide a webcast that was uplinked to the web within two hours after the Soldiers’ arrival in the Nevada desert.
     Some family members who were unable to attend expressed gratitude. David and Valerie Cox, parents of Capt. Jonathan Cox, commander of the 257th, are examples.
      “I’ve seen the website, watched it three or four times,” said David Cox of Tampa, Fla. “It was super. We have been able to share Jonathan and his Soldiers homecoming with all our family and friends, many of whom knew Jonathan as he was growing up. We also forwarded the information to relatives in England and they saw it. This should be standard for all the Soldiers who come home.”

        For more information on the 63d Regional Readiness Command and its efforts in the Global War on Terrorism please visit our website at http://www.usarc.army.mil/63rsc/ .
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