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Press Advisory:

Army dedicating new multimillion-dollar Reserve Centers to enhance readiness during war
   The Army Reserve has set ribbon-cutting ceremonies for two new Reserve Center buildings, including one named after a World War II Medal of Honor recipient expected as guest of honor, in Phoenix and Mesa, Ariz., on Sept. 11 and 12. The new buildings will help increase training and readiness in the Global War on Terror.

   Army officials will dedicate the Silvestre S. Herrera U.S. Army Reserve Training Center, at 10 a.m. Saturday (Sept. 11) at 6158 S. Avery St., Mesa. The $11-million center took nearly two years to construct. The new center is 57,000 square feet and will house the 6253rd U.S. Army Hospital, three postal platoons, a logistics company and other units that may be called to duty in Iraq.
    The hall is named after Sgt. Silvestre Herrera, a Medal of Honor recipient, who is expected at the ceremony. Herrera, now in his 80s, charged a German machinegun nest in France in 1945 during World War II. He lost both feet from a mine explosion during the attack, but still persevered and captured eight enemy Soldiers.
    Officials will also cut a ribbon for the Sgt. Will C. Barnes Hall Army Reserve Training Center, 6201 E. Oak St., Phoenix at 9 a.m. Sunday (Sept. 12). The new center was a total renovation of a previous building that was stripped down to its bare walls and rebuilt. Construction started in August 2003 and included a new roof, wiring, heating and cooling systems, wiring and carpeting among the changes.
   Each ceremony is scheduled to include a color guard, guest speakers and displays.
   The two Reserve centers are part of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command, which has about 150 Army Reserve units and about 12,000 Soldiers in California, Arizona and Nevada. The 63rd is headquartered in Los Alamitos, Calif., and commanded by Maj. Gen. Robert B. Ostenberg.

    The 63rd’s primary mission is providing support in areas including supply, medical, military-police and other specialties to active-Army missions, both foreign and domestic. The 63rd has deployed about 5,000 Soldiers in operations Noble Eagle (within the United States), Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan and other nations), and Iraqi  Freedom since Sept. 11, 2001. Point of contact is Maj. Jorge Swank at (562) 795-2356, (562) 244-6827 ©.
                                                                  #   #   #

  What is the purpose of Herrera Hall?

  Ground breaking for new building was 

  What is the size in square feet? 
 57,000

  What is Barnes Hall?

  Purpose:

  Training Center. Houses 301st Military Intelligence, 104th Training division, 75th LSO, retention folks,’

  About seven units total.

  Square Footage:  43,000
 Cost of each? 

 $11.3 for Herrera and $9.2 for Barnes. Construction started on Barnes—August of 2003.

Barnes was a total renovation of an existing center. Stripped down to bare walls and redone. Got new roof, new heatingt and cooling, new carpeting, windows, etc. Not larger though.

At Herrera there is an oiperational maintance building, 7,300 s.f. and a supply warehouse—19,200,







