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Battle-seasoned medics of Army Reserve return home from Iraq 

            MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif.— Nearly 70 Army reservists of the 437th Medical Company will return home Saturday (Feb. 28) at 9:10 a.m. after having served in Operation Iraqi Freedom, a tour of duty riddled with hostile fire, heroism and ultimately the loss of a Soldier.


News media are invited to attend the welcome-home event, where the Soldiers will step off the plane and be greeted by their families.  The homecoming will occur just off the flight line near the base terminal (Building 265). The base is near Riverside.


Meanwhile, the unit returns home without one Soldier.  Sgt. Paul T. Nakamura, 21, who ran 250 medical and ambulance missions with the unit in Iraq, died in July when a rocket-propelled grenade slammed into his ambulance while he was attending to a wounded Soldier.  Nakamura was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star for Valor.


Sgt. Cory Carranza of the 437th received the same medal as well.  Carranza drove the ambulance that was attacked.

The 437th is one of more than 100 units under command and control of the U.S. Army 63rd Regional Readiness Command, which has more than 11,000 soldiers in California, Arizona and Nevada.

           The 63rd’s primary mission is providing medical, logistical, communications and other types of support for active-Army missions, foreign and domestic. It is headquartered in Los Alamitos, Calif., and commanded by Maj. Gen. Robert B. Ostenberg. The 63rd has deployed more than 5,000 soldiers in support of Operations Noble Eagle (within the United States), Enduring Freedom (overseas) and Iraqi Freedom.

            Point of contact is Ted Bartimus at (562) 244-6824 or John Wagner at (562) 244-2506.
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