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Truck-driving Soldiers return from Iraq deployment
     TUCSON, Ariz.—More than 60 Soldiers who drove trucks transporting tanks, bulldozers and supplies and who had encounters with hostile fire in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom will return from deployment Thursday (March 25).
     News media are invited to cover the homecoming Soldiers, assigned with the 257th Transportation Company Detachment 1, and to interview family members. Please arrive at 12: 15 p.m. at the 1st Lt. Paul K. Allen Hall U.S. Army Reserve Center, 1750 E. 29th St.
     The returning Army Reserve Soldiers were part of a larger company, based in Las Vegas, of more than 200 Soldiers who logged 2 million miles driving their vehicles in Kuwait and Iraq. On numerous occasions their convoys were attacked by snipers firing small arms and mortars.  Nearly 30 Soldiers from the Tucson-based  Reserve Center received Army Commendation Medals. Three Soldiers had babies born locally during the deployment.
     The 257th is one of more than 150 Army Reserve units under command and control of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command, which has about 12,000 soldiers in California, Arizona and Nevada. The 63rd is headquartered in Los Alamitos, Calif., and commanded by Maj. Gen. Robert B. Ostenberg.
     The 63rd’s primary mission is to provide support in areas including medical, military police, logistical and other specialties to active-Army missions, both foreign and domestic. The 63rd has deployed more than 100 units and about 5,000 Soldiers in the Global War on Terrorism.
      Please RSVP to John D. Wagner at (562) 244-2506. Alternate: Mr. Cline at (520) 903-3182.
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