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Reserve Soldiers return home after 20 months duty

    SAN JOSE, Calif.—About 120 Army Reserve Soldiers specializing in assisting movement of supplies to frontline fighters in Iraq will return from 20 months of mobilization and deployment this weekend. They will have a “Welcome Home” celebration here with family members tomorrow evening (Sept. 10).

       The Soldiers, assigned with the 211th Transportation Company out of Marina and Vallejo, are one of the last returning units from Operation Iraqi Freedom 1—the first wave of deployed service members.

       News media representatives are invited to interview the Soldiers and their family members at the Hyatt San Jose hotel, 1740 N. First St. at 8 p.m. The Soldiers will arrive with police escort. Local Congress members and other elected officials have been invited.

      The Soldiers were mobilized in January 2003, spent several months at Fort Bliss, Texas, and were deployed for duty in Kuwait and Iraq in June, 2003. They specialized in helping unload cargo from ports and railheads and preparing the containers according to priority, location and item, for transportation to frontline Soldiers. Many missions supported the 82nd Airborne Division. 
     The 211th is one of more than 150 Army Reserve units under command and control of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command, which has about 12,000 Soldiers in California, Arizona and Nevada. The 63rd is headquartered in Los Alamitos, Calif., and commanded by Maj. Gen. Robert B. Ostenberg.
     The 63rd’s primary mission is providing support in medical, postal, military-police, transportation and other specialties to active-Army missions, both foreign and domestic. The 63rd Regional Readiness Command has deployed more than 100 units and about 5,000 Soldiers in support of operations Noble Eagle (within the United States), Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan and other nations) and Iraqi Freedom.

     Point of contact is Mr. Wagner at (562) 244-2506 and Maj. Debbie Williams at (510) 331-7483.
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