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Soldiers delivering ammo, bombs in war return from Iraq duty
    IRVINE, Calif.—More than 45 Army Reserve Soldiers specializing in delivering ammunition and bombs to combat units will return from duty in Kuwait and Iraq Wednesday (April 14) to be reunited with family and friends here.
     Media representatives are invited to interview the Soldiers, assigned with the 163rd Ordnance Company, and family members during the homecoming ceremony. The Soldiers are set to step off busses into waiting arms at about noon at the Irvine-Tustin U.S. Army Reserve Center, 2345 Barranca Parkway.
    The 163rd Ordnance Company Soldiers, deployed for 14 months, specialized in unloading ammunition from ships and then delivering them by truck to ammunition storage sites in Iraq. They also transported bombs to Air Force facilities.

     Two of the Soldiers had babies born back home during the deployment. Another received a medical school scholarship and was returned to the United States.
     The 163rd  is one of more than 150 Army Reserve units under command and control of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command, which has about 12,000 Soldiers in California, Arizona and Nevada. The 63rd is headquartered in Los Alamitos, Calif., and commanded by Maj. Gen. Robert B. Ostenberg.

   The 63rd’s primary mission is providing support in medical, postal, military-police, transportation and other specialties to active-Army missions, both foreign and domestic. The 63rd Regional Readiness Command has deployed more than 100 units and about 5,000 Soldiers in the Global War on Terrorism.

      Points of contact are Mr. John D. Wagner at (562) 795-2358, (562) 244-2506 (c); and Capt. Christian Werthmuller at (714) 785-7353.
                                                                 #    #    #                

Can you tell me what your Soldiers did over there?
Mr. Herring (909) 655-6153:
 
 I need to get a press release out pretty quickly about your returning Soldiers. I have a few questions:
 
 
1. Where were they assigned? How many are returning?
In Iraq.  37.
 
2. What did they accomplish?
Had three different locations to support Coalition troops. One was supporting a detainee installation,

Tallil Air Force Base, also a section at Camp Babylon. Received mail and shipped out mail—packages and letters…
 
3.       How long were they deployed? Since Feb. 9.
 
3. What time are they scheduled to come to the airport on Thursday? (And you’re sure they’re not coming to the March Airfield?)
The will fly to Ontario Airport Thursday afternoon.
 
4. Will they be boarding a bus to go to the Reserve Center or will they just be going home?
Welcome home ceremony will be at the center. Bldg. 2996. March. They would get off the freeway at Cactus to March Air Reserve Base.. They would turn right on Graham. And then a left on Z street. 






