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SUBJECT: Black History Month 2004

1. The national observance of Black History Month is 1 — 29 February 2004. This month presents a
special opportunity for us to learn, remember, and gain a greater appreciation for the contributions that
African American/Blacks have made and continue to make in the 63 RRC, the U.S. Army and our great
nation.

2. The theme for this year’s observance is “ Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas.” The
2004 theme focuses on the 50™ anniversary of the 17 May 1954 Supreme Court decision that ended
federally sanctioned racial segregation in the public schools by ruling unanimously that “separate
educational facilities are inherently unequal.” Viewed as the most significant case regarding segregation,
this event marked the turning point in the desegregation of public schools and the beginning of equality
among all races in the United States.

3. This year, I urge all leaders to highlight the active involvement and contributions made by African
American/Black soldiers and civilians within your respective organization, local communities and across
the 63" RRC.

4. Tinvite everyone to join me in celebrating and learning about the indelible influence African
Americans/Blacks have made in shaping our nation’s history and future.
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“WE ARE THE ARMY”



