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Commander, 63rd RRC - MG Robert B. Ostenberg

Deputy Chief of Staff, G1 - COL Harry B. Pearl

MAILING ADDRESS:

Family Program Office

Headquarters 63rd Regional Readiness Command

ATTN:  AFRC-CCA-PRH-F

4235 Yorktown Ave.

Los Alamitos, CA  90720-5002

Commercial Phone:  (562) 795 - NNNN

Toll Free Phone:  (800)  987-5517 

Fax:  (562) 795-2189

STAFF TELEPHONE DIRECTORY:

MS. KATHRYN F. ASHFORD, 

Family Program Director (CIV)…XT 2182

SFG Larry Ortega, 

Family Program NCOIC (AGR)…XT 1037

SPC Troy Patterson

Mobilized Reservist Family Program Staff

XT 1060 

Website:  http://www.usarc.army.mil/63rsc/family/familyready/index.htm
 

E-mail: (First Name.Last Name)@usarc-emh2.army.mil
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Home Loan Guaranty Services

If you find that you will be unable to make your payment when it is due, by all means let your lender know and try to work out a satisfactory plan to make up the payments missed. 

The lender's friendly advice may be most helpful when you are in a tight spot. Try to call the lender before it is necessary that the lender write to you, but never fail to answer notices or letters you may receive.

In emergencies, the first impulse sometimes is to borrow money in order to keep the mortgage payments current. However, any new loan must be paid off in a short time through burdensome installments, and the extra strain often leads to more serious financial trouble. 

It is far better to call the holder of your mortgage and frankly explain your trouble. Put "all your cards on the table." If you can, offer some plan for catching up on your payments and request advice and guidance not to ask for sympathy but to let the lender know that you are anxious to keep your home, and sincere in your desire to find a way out of your trouble. If you are willing to cooperate, your sincerity will be appreciated. If possible, the lender will help you develop a plan that will enable you to keep your home.

When Financial Troubles Arise 

In order to help veterans in serious financial trouble, VA Regional Loan Centers have technicians available to conduct financial counseling. This counseling is designed to help you avoid foreclosure. If you want this assistance, call 1-800-827-1000 and ask for the number to reach a Loan Service Representative that can assist you. 
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Beware of the "Dotted Line" 

Veterans who are behind in the payments due on their VA loans are warned to be very careful before agreeing to any offers by strangers to make up their back payments if the veterans will "sign on the dotted line." 

If such a proposition is made to you, ask the holder of your mortgage or the Loan Guaranty Division of the nearest VA regional office about it before you sign any paper. They will be glad to advise you whether or not the offer is good and sound. VA cannot give you legal advice or service, but it can advise as to dangerous practices or as to the advisability of consulting an attorney. 

In some parts of the country, veterans who are not familiar with real estate transactions have been "taken in" by shady deals usually called "milking" or "equity skimming." 

In one form of this racket, the veteran, who is behind in VA loan payments, is approached by unknown persons who offer to pay the delinquent installments if the veteran will "sign on the dotted line." The veteran later learns that he or she has signed a deed and can get the property back only by signing another contract at a much higher price. When the veteran finds the stiff terms of the new contract cannot be met, legal action is started to take possession of the veteran's home. 

In other cases, a housing development will be visited to learn whether veterans are having trouble meeting their VA loan payments. If the veterans are having trouble, these individuals offer each veteran a small amount of cash for the equity in the property, plus the privilege of buying another home in a lower cost neighborhood on a land sales contract. The veteran agrees to give possession in 60 days and "signs on the dotted line," not knowing that he or she is signing a deed to the property. When the 60 days are up, the veteran is told that no houses are available in the lower cost development. The veteran is then put out of the home. 

A third method is used in States where there is a long foreclosure or mortgage redemption period. A veteran, falling behind in home loan payments, is offered a small sum of cash for a "quit claim" deed to the property with a promise that all back payments will be made up. The veteran moves out believing that the loan will be brought up to date. Instead, the individual holding the quitclaim deed rents the house without making up back payments. Most of the money received as rent is profit until foreclosure is final, and the veteran, not knowing what has happened, may still owe the lender, and quite possibly, the U.S. Government if VA pays a claim on the loan. 

Many types of these shady deals are used in different parts of the country, depending on how these individuals can misuse State and local laws. Although these practices may be legal, they are considered unethical by most mortgage lenders and real estate brokers. 
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How to Avoid Foreclosure

The guidance below is applicable to homeowners with FHA Insured loans
· Don't lose your home and damage your credit history. 

· Call or write your mortgage lender immediately and be honest about your financial situation. 

· Stay in your home to make sure you qualify for assistance. 

· Arrange an appointment with a HUD-approved housing counselor to explore your options at (800) 569-4287 or TDD (800) 877-8339.
Mobilization Guideline from JAG

What do you need to do to leave your personal affairs in good order when you receive your activation orders? You should be planning now—it is too late to prepare when you receive your mobilization orders!


Go to JAGCNET website for important mobilization guideline information.  Their website is http://www.jagcnet.army.mil/JAGCNETInternet/Homepages/AC/Legal Assistance Home% 
 

Child Safety/ Facts on the Go

Always check to be sure:

* All children age 12 and under are properly restrained in the backseat.

* A child is not placed in a rear-facing child safety seat in the front seat where a dash-mounted passenger air bag is present.

* You’ve read the child safety seat use and installation instruction manual.

* You’ve read the section in your vehicle owner’s manual on seatbelts and child safety seat installation

Are you suing the proper child safety seat?

* Infants from birth to age 1 who weigh at least 20 pounds should ride in the backseat in a rear-facing safety seat.

* Infants less than 1 year old who weigh 20 pounds or more should ride in a rear-facing convertible child safety seat rated for heavier infants (some convertible seats are rated up to 30 to 35 pounds when used rear-facing).

* Children older than 1 year who weigh at least 20 pounds may ride on the backseat in a forward-facing child safety seat with a full harness until they weigh about 40 pounds.

*  Children less than 4’9’’ tall who have outgrown child safety seats should be restrained properly in booster seats until they are at least 8 years old.

Tribute to Veterans

November 3 - 27 

 Knott's annual tribute to our Military, past and present. 

Veterans or current serving military personnel plus one guest get in FREE with proper I.D. Purchase up to six additional tickets for just $5 each. Valid Monday, November 3

 through Thanksgiving Day. 
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Armed Services YMCA announces guidelines for annual essay contest
ALEXANDRIA, Va. - The Armed Services YMCA Essay Contest 2004 seeks readers who can write about why they love to read for its annual contest.

Co-sponsored by Lockheed Martin, the essay contest promotes reading among children and teens of the uniformed services (active-duty, Reserve, Guard and retired), and civilian (DOD and Coast Guard) families. Winning essays receive U.S. Savings Bonds.

One $500 first place and one $100 second place bond will be awarded in categories for first and second grade; third and fourth grade; fifth and sixth grade; and seventh and eighth grade. Students in two high school categories, ninth and 10th, and 11th and 12th, will be awarded $1,000 bonds for first place, and $200 bonds for second place. In addition, there are two $100 bonds for essays of honorable mention.

Students are asked to write about 'why they like to reading'. Grades eight and below should submit entries of 300 words or less. They may write about why reading is their favorite thing to do.

High school students (ninth through 12th grade) should write essays of 500 words or less. Judges like creative entries, where the writer has put some thought into his or her entry. Poetry, stories, and news articles are some different formats that have caught judges' attention in the past.

Entries mailed by postal service must be postmarked by March 12, 2004. All entries submitted by e-mail should be sent no later than March 8, 2004. With every entry there should be an official essay contest entry form. Entries received after the dates specified above will not be eligible for judging.

Send mail entries to: Armed Services YMCA, Attn: Essay Contest, 6359 Walker Lane, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22310. E-mail entries should be sent to kspooner@asvmca.org. For additional information, go to www.asvmca.org or email questions to kspooner@asvmca.org or call 703-313-9600 ext. 10.
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Armed Services YMCA announces guidelines for annual art contest

ALEXANDRIA, Va. (Nov. 1, 2003)- The Armed Services YMCA announced today it's ninth annual art contest in support of Military Family Month.

This year the contest begins with Military Family Month in November, and concludes with a deadline of January 26, 2004. A winner is picked from each service and awarded a $500 U.S. Savings Bond. In addition, the winners' artwork is featured on the Military Family Month 2004 poster, sponsored by GEICO Direct. Second place winners receive a $100 U.S. Savings Bond.

Students of military families in the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard and National Guard, in kindergarten through sixth grade, are eligible to enter. Department of Defense civilians' children may enter in an honorary category for a $100 U.S. Savings Bond.

Drawings should be in color, on 8.5-by-11 inch paper. Larger entries will be disqualified. Black and white drawings may be entered but are less likely to be selected as top winners. Entries should depict the student's military family. Please do not identify family members on the drawing.

Every single entry must include an official art contest entry form. Information and forms can be downloaded from the website: www.asvmca.orq. Mail entries to: Armed Services YMCA, Attn: Art Contest, 6359 Walker Lane, Suite 200, Alexandria, Va. 22310. All qualified entries should be postmarked no later than January 26, 2004.

For additional information, visit the Armed Services YMCA's web site at www.asymca.org, or call 703-313-9600 ext. 10. Email queries may be sent to kspooner@asvmca.org.

Since the Civil War, the Armed Services YMCA has consistently provided educational, recreational, social and spiritual programs to military members and their families. Celebrating 142 years, the Armed Services YMCA, an affiliate of the YMCA of the USA and headquartered in Alexandria, has more than 80 program locations around the world.

SSG Larry Ortega’s promotion to SFC Ortega

SSG Larry Ortega, who is Family Readiness NCOIC of 63D RRC, was recently promoted to 

Sergeant First Class effective October 1, 2003.

He has served the Family Readiness Branch for the last four years for which he received numerous awards for his dedication and selfless services.  His awards include ….

On the sad note, he won’t be with 63D Family Readiness Branch in the near future due to his promotion, but his presence at 63D will be remembered by 

Army One Source For Families of Mobilized Soldiers

All who work with or know mobilized soldiers and their families need to be aware or this service available world wide through a centralized Army system.  As the extension of deployment occur and family member stress levels increase --- we all need to be aware of this service.  Please save this information, post in prominent place in unit, carry phone # in your wallet etc - so you can provide referral at any time.

Please note that this service is available for families of mobilized soldiers worldwide.  Also, if there is a need for face-to-face counseling, AOS will provide referrals to Professional Civilian Counselors.  AOS toll free number for assistance is 1-800464-8107.  

Implementation of Army One Source (AOS).

The AOS is a contractor provided component which supplements existing family programs by providing 24 – hour, 7 days a week, and toll free

Info and telephone line service for operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, and Noble Eagles.  This service is available to AC and RC mobilized soldiers, deployed civilians, and their families worldwide.

The CONUS number for the AOS is 1-(800) 464-8107.  The OCONUS number is (ACCESS Code) 800-464-8107, and is free of charge to callers.  If toll free service is not available, calls may be made collect to (484) 530-5889.

AOS provides info ranging from every day concerns to deployment/reintegration issues.  Additionally, if there is a need for face-to-face

Counseling, AOS will provide referrals to Professional Civilian Counselors for assistance in CONUS.  Counseling in OCONUS is provided through existing contracted Marriage and Family Counselors.

Military Family  Month

Program Suggestions

"What is Military Family Month, and how do I support it?" - you may be asking yourself. It's a month where we who support our military service men and women, take time to thank our families for their often-unheralded dedication. The Armed Services YMCA polled its branches and affiliates, and these are some of the things they do:

· A family Volksmarch. Take a long evening walk with hot cider and donuts at the end.

· A craft night. Family members make centerpieces and napkin rings for Thanksgiving.

· "Family of the Year" selection. Involve the commissary or exchange to generate a worthy prize.

· Small family group seminars, including parenting, financial management, self-esteem, family separations, etc.

· Family movie night.

· Healthy family activities at the health or fitness center.

· Bowling night for families.

· Encourage ticket donations from restaurants, local theaters or concerts,

and hold a drawing presenting them to a family of four.

· Check with local community and family organizations and see how they

can support your program.

· Special holiday services at the chapel.

· "Family Fair". Create T-shirts from MFM poster. Have a "healthy lifestyle" station; family games station; face-painting station.

· Set up a table at the commissary and/or exchange and pass out flowers and certificates to families who come to shop. Ask the commissary and/or exchange to contribute item(s) for a raffle.

· Family Game Night. Get area merchants to donate prizes and/or items for raffle

If your program has an innovative suggestion you would like to share with other installations, and be included on this list in next years Military Family Month packet, write to kspooner@asvmca.orq so we can tell others about them.

Armed

Services

YMCA

This certificate has been included to be presented to outstanding military families in recognition of their dedication and services.  Please cut it out and present it to these families at appropriate November unit events.  
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The 63D RRC Family Readiness Branch publishes this newsletter.  Articles and information contained in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect Department of Army policy or endorsement.  Original articles may be reproduced in whole or in part.  Article excerpts are taken from Countermeasure Magazine August 2003, YMCA Armed Services,  HUD Veteran Resource Center, JAGCNET, and 
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