[image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]
CMDR, 63rd RRC - MG Robert B. Ostenberg

Deputy Chief of Staff, G1 - COL Harry B. Pearl

MAILING ADDRESS:

Family Program Office

Headquarters 63rd Regional Readiness Command

ATTN:  AFRC-CCA-PRH-F

4235 Yorktown Ave.

Los Alamitos, CA  90720-5002

Commercial Phone:  (562) 795 - NNNN

Toll Free Phone:  (800)  987-5517 

Fax:  (562) 795-2189

Website:  http://www.usarc.army.mil/63rsc/
E-mail: (First Name.Last Name)@usarc-emh2.army.mil

STAFF TELEPHONE DIRECTORY:

MS. KATHRYN F. ASHFORD

Family Program Director (CIV)…XT 2182

LTC Bob Karbel

Assistant G1 Mobilized Reservist…XT 1227

MAJ Gilbert M. Martin

Family Readiness OPS (ADSW)…XT 1138

SFC Larry Ortega 

Family Program NCOIC (AGR)…XT 1037

SGT Troy Patterson

Mobilized Reservist Family Program Staff

XT 1060

_________________________________________________________________________
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2004 FAMILY READINESS FAIR & EXPO

FEBRUARY 6 & 7, 2004

LOS ALAMITOS JFTB

FEBRUARY 6"" 2004

Hours: 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

FEBRUARY 7th 2004 

HOURS: 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM 

FREE ADMISSION

PURPOSE OF THE FAIR

The Family Readiness Fair & Expo is designed to gather all possible family resources into one location.


FAMILY READINESS INFORMATION

Visit Booths that contain many of the resources for Families of the armed forces. Many of these resources are those used by the Family Assistance Centers and Family Readiness Groups.

Informational Booth Participants:

1. Red Cross

2. ESGR (Employer Support for

Guard and Reserve)

3. SMR (State Military Reserve) 

4. Chaplains

5. Veterans Centers

6. Veterans Administration 

7. First Command (investments)

8. Commissary

9. Tri-Care

10. Dental (Concordia)

11. Finance

12. JAG (Judge Advocate Generals) 

13. ID Cards - DEERS

14. Family Assistance Centers 

15. And Many More....

ATTEND FAMILY READINESS EXPO

INFORMATION CLASSES:
Tri-Care Briefings in the JFTB Theater 

11:00 & 14:00

American Red Cross briefings in the JFTB Theater
12:00 & 15:00

JAG Briefings in the JFTB Theater

10:00 & 13:00

First Command (Military Benefits Briefing) Classroom I

10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 14:00, 15:00

ESGR Briefing - Classroom 2 

10:00, 11:00. 12:00, 14:00, 15:00

Operation Ready Families - Classroom 3

10:00. 11:00, 12:00, 14:00, 15:00

ENJOY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

40th ID (M) Band

USO Show

BBQ 2 Blues

And Much More
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ENJOY GREAT FOOD & FUN

Friday Night, MWR is selling Texas Style BBQ from 19:00 to 22:00.

Purchase food from the vendors at the fair and proceeds help our NGB Teens Program.

Petting Zoo will be there so kids can purchase food and feed the little animals!

Elephant Rides!!!

Pony Rides!!!

Carnival Style Games and much more...

College ROTC Recruiters on Hand to answer questions in regards to their university and what they can do for you.

Competition Bench Press Exhibition. 

And much more...

For more information regarding this event or to volunteer on one of the planning committees please call: 714-642-3271
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ESGR

Soldiers who want to return to their jobs have reinstatement rights under the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act.  The Department of Defense tasks ESGR to "…promote both public and private understanding of the National Guard and Reserve in order to gain U.S. employer and community support through programs and personnel policies and practices that shall encourage employee and citizen participation in National Guard and Reserve programs."  More information about that can be found at the offices of the Employer Support to the Guard and Reserve at http://www.esgr.org./
POC
California

David A Janes

Chair

Bus: (949) 477-8060 

Fax: (949) 477-8061 

djanes@janescapital.com

G. I. Wilson

Area Chair

Bus: (760) 720-7633 

Fax: (760) 720-7633 

wilsongi@aol.com
Kenneth Benesh

Ombudsman Coordinator

Bus: (909) 607-3722 

Ken.Benesh.ca@esgr.us
Bruno Elia

Unit Liaison Representative

Bus: (949) 622-5564 

Fax: (949) 477-8061

Arizona

William G. Valenzuela
Chair
Bus: (520) 887-5652 
Fax: (520) 887-8404 
valenzuelab@wgval.com

Thomas Quarelli
Ombudsman Coordinator
Bus: (602) 264-0258 

Judi Victor
Public Affairs Coordinator
Bus: (602) 944-2600

Nevada

Dr. Dixie Sue Allsbrook
Chair
Bus: (702) 257-5533 

Max Bearden
Executive Director
Home: (775) 322-9828 
maxtbe@msn.com

Charles K Blake
Ombudsman Coordinator
Bus: (702) 656-9466 
Fax: (702) 656-9903 
Blakeck@aol.com
[image: image4.wmf]
American Airlines Opens Admiral Clubs to U.S. Servicemen

 
American Airlines is now inviting U.S. military men and women under the Iraqi Freedom Rest and Relaxation (R&R) Program to spend time between flights at American's elegant Admirals Club facilities worldwide. At airports where there is no USO, returning servicemen and women in uniform or with military ID can enter the clubs free of charge to wait for their flights, enjoy complimentary snacks and soft drinks, watch TV, use the Internet or just stretch out and relax. 
The program starts today and runs for the duration of the R&R program. For more information, see 
http://www.amrcorp.com/news/december03/12_military.htm. 
For more travel discounts, see 
http://www.military.com/eCommerce/DealIndex
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'Treasures' Program Offers Chance to Support Troops

 
Want to support our troops? Send them a package through the American Red Cross' "Treasures for Troops" program. Although "Treasures for Troops" is not a holiday program, Red Cross officials said they are committed to having 10,000 packages reach deployed service members during December. If public donations exceed 10,000 packages, the additional kits may not reach the troops during December, but will be distributed as soon as they reach the AAFES deployed staff. The packages contain a deck of cards, a book of crossword puzzles, snacks, games, suntan lotion, tissues, a hacky sack ball, moist towelettes, a hand-held fan and a multipurpose tool packaged in a lightweight, durable, reusable travel bag. To learn more, see http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Dec2003/n12112003_200312113.html. 
For more ways to support the troops, see 
http://www.military.com/Content/MoreContent1/?file=support_troops 
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Project Home Front By Home Depot

Home Depot stores, through the volunteer program "Project Home Front," are providing up to $1,000 for home repairs to families whose military sponsors are deployed.  There is an application process at their website: www.projecthomefront.org http://www.projecthomefront.org
Please pass this info on to family members you know whose military sponsor is deployed. www.projecthomefront.org  
http://www.projecthomefront.org
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I GOT YOUR BACK

I am a small and precious child,

my dad’s been sent to fight
The only place I’ll see his face,

is in my dreams at night. 
He will be gone too many days

for my young mind to keep track. 
I may be sad, but I am proud. 
My daddy’s got your back. 

I am a caring mother;

my son has gone to war
My mind is filled with worries

that I have never known before. 
Everyday I try to keep my 

thoughts from turning black. 
I may be scared, but I am proud. 

My son has got your back. 


I am a strong and loving wife,

with a husband soon to go. 
There are times I’m terrified,

 in a way most never know. 
I bite my lip, and force a smile, 

as I watch my husband pack
My heart may break, but I am proud. 
My husband’s got your back 

I am a soldier
Serving proudly, standing tall. 
I fight for freedom, yours and mine, 

by answering this call. 
I do my job while knowing, 

the thanks it sometimes lacks. 
Say a prayer that I’ll come home. 
It’s me who’s got your back.

This poem was written by Autumn Parker

- Wife of a Green Beret.


Operation Homelink

Operation Homelink™ provides free refurbished computers to either parents or spouses of deployed service men and women in the ranks of E-1 through E-5.  Our program enables email communications between families and their loved ones deployed outside of the continental United States.
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Corporations Wishing To Donate

Corporations nationwide participate by contacting Operation Homelink™ to donate end of life computers and/or providing financial support [mailto:contact@operationhomelink.com or call (312) 863-6336]. Redemtech, our partner and the largest asset and recycling solutions provider in the U.S., coordinates all aspects of the physical donation. Refurbishment and relicensing is provided at a discounted rate and delivery service. The Authorized Refurbisher (MAR) Donation Program is providing Windows 98 operating systems, and U.S. Robotics is supplying modems for the donated computers. 

All donated computers must be in good working order and provide basic e-mail functionality running Windows 98 operating system 
(or newer) or meet the following minimum technology specifications: 

· Pentium I, 166 MHz processor or better 

· Minimum 32 MB of RAM 

· 14" VGA monitor 

· Minimum 25 computers 

Donations are tax deductible (Fed Tax ID: 91-2186796)

For more information:  

http://www.operationhomelink.org/
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Happy New Year

It is with honor, spirit de corps, and service to our great country that we transition into another new year.  May you have a joyous holiday season and a prosperous New Year.

_________________________________

The 63D RRC Family Readiness Branch publishes this newsletter.  Articles and information contained in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect Department of Army policy or endorsement.  Original articles may be reproduced in whole or in part.  Article excerpts are taken from Operation Homelink, Autumn Parker, ESGR Website, Family Expo, MAJ MARTIN, and MRS. Ashford.

Editor:  Ms. Ashford, 63rd RRC Family Program Director
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