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Army raises tuition Tricare online offers
assistance easier service

£ Tricare Online i bein phased in
Soldiers have more money (0 p3y 10 proy ier access for the

P

rimentof Defense’s - res Amyvide

tion-assistance polcy. e website address is
‘The Army's wition-assistance pro- i

mester hour of credit and an annual - pointments it primary heathcare pro-
e viders. 30-t0

“The,
75 percentof  ava intment i
Imlmn w 10 SIST0 per emsiep g o

came ﬂboul nough changes n ot bare nroll
it aries must set up a pass-
If an ms(lmllon en e

altema.
iveistoapply rumrcdml Pollgan, “Once they o tha,we khow who
said Janice Ye o s thtenefirio e nd n i -
program manager, Total Army.
Sonnel Command, Aloxandta, Ve my. e-business diector, n care
Falls Church,

v "We can then tilor the site 0

Reservists eligible for ' ,A,M Foroes Pless Seriee
‘Troops to Teachers’

‘Stop Loss’ extends to
b b, caherhoeMobilized reservists

et o e Amy R The Ay el sncmc
mmepmgamm\mha:\:ab:dmh's s service unil at

program,
‘which offers (o help qualified srvice

university or have one year of col- lizes.
lege with six years experience ina The policy wil help reserve-com-

Reservists qualify who are cither iz rsrvies om depaing
st for

from o a mission,atthe end of an it
ve duy e o Teast ik years mentor lesing for

e takes effect upon Re-
T needvill be most acute dur-  serve Sldir the day thei s .

mm sience, mathematcs an for- It was trted b esere ol
i diersleaving their unts forretirement
e e s
Troops to Teacher site at created a domino effect—cat

—Amy Reserve Homepage
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Kudos to
General

s.,m; ™ o S s
ERSC e ar heroe

63rd honors heroes in ground breaking, dedlcatlon

Legion and other veterans groups were presen.
R T Byt s e s amia o

from dif-
L

i dpicd o raking ccreony i M
Ariz. Amy officials named a_planved building. .nu

ad dedicationof Amric's e sldirs
e o o sy Saudy
L ng\lmmn

e

ner and recipient o courage under fire. The structure.

e e ol Sl by o

uled for completion i fal 2004,
‘Assistant Secretary of the Army Reginald J. Brown
was the keynote speaker at the Arizona ceremony. He.

More than S0 fumily, friends and co-workers of
‘Shelion's were i atendance st solemn butpbat vt
atthe local U, Amy Reserve Center. Hisfrends re-

Brown praised the bravery of Herreea n World War
ngaged in the war on
temorism ill b bolered byt st acions o men

ad vomen who pa of bravery.
, G Rover B, o.mmm. ‘commander of the

. e days

i hnllnlmy there were named
only rightand fi
i b s P o O

250 pes

Shelion had been awarded  silver star and four
bronze sans forvalor during service in Vietram
1960s. Following hs se

inthe
rvice in Vietnam, Shelton re-
nd rose 10 the rank of

Herrera reflect he best
tincts of the American fighting spirit This i fur-
therexcamplifid today as our ation is cngaged with

e S T

condaandin I,

g 2

Spri

Bl 4



Duty Roster Shorts

with some hauli st e of e o]
»h‘m Camp Pendleton and thers unloadin heavy
Concond, Caif. (Photo by John . Wagner)

COmmanders play equal rale in equal opportunity workshop

"LoNC BEAG

b
ward sexual remark. An orthodox Jew is old o work.
on Saturdays i conflict with his religious laws. A His-

experiences dealing with soldiers n s

Suaont. Theitparicipuon ety benclited the
workshop, sai

e o Do D +, deputy commander for

panic woman canr wse ofher race.
Forthe first time, 63 RSC unit commanders along.

i unity 0s faced th
and other mock scenarios together in a trining envi-

ronment and worked on solutions. The event was the

ovkoin & Pt oo Gl e e
‘when emale soldiers were istreated and discim

10 deal with religious accommodation, sexual harass-
et and soldier-discrimination issues. About 32 at-
tended.

of over derinisaton, Bt commanders should af-
ford soldiers opportus theircareers.
in a competitive e i

‘and understanding between commanders and equul~

the word “opportunity".” said Dacier.

tions. It therefore sre i
i ot Aaroa Wikch 1 ind’s equal unit soldiers,
portunity officer. fortheadvisorssothatev-

(at the " said Wilkes,

below)areimportant ools for cor
A lotof god isnson was generacd by thesce-
narios.” said Wil

probem”
‘Wilkes' plan i t0 get sergeants more involved in

Adiion 1o working through e scenrios o covel:

mand sergeants major o attend the next workshop.

5
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Duty Roster Shorts

63rd RSC seeking
NCOs to become
warrant officers

Areyouseekinga st
lenge in the Army Do
you ot m:maccd leadership

Ifyou
then you should
conlie appl)’m: Tor e varant.

2. medical
screening, and hiring of potential
Army Reserve warrantoffice

Ari
Army ROTC Cadet Chistine Grzke

rance. The lef. and Air Force Capt. Maiye
fve-event competition included Kr

Set. Ist Class
swimming and marksmanship even




Chaplain assists family receiving remains of Vietnam vet

Story and photos by Saff Sgt. Kent
Ambrose

if —Chaplain (1° Lt)
James Giddens never et e Vit
mam veteran who lay in the flag
m.,mwm Yet, Giddens, with his

Fanily, fiends, and veterans came
o honor the memory o Capt, Lay
Army pilot who was

Kill
Action,Remins vt P
cavaion eam working at

e
mens, which were mm.m uem
mined 10 belong o Lucas. His
mains finally

Chaplain (L1 Col. ) Gerry Fox offcates at memarial service for Capt. Larry
Lucas,

e e s R

i
Giddens,who wouldcome 0 appr
e loved ones

s s
the children who had fond
ofthei fahe. Knowing s famiy
makes me feel this w

105% Chapla
Te

Area Support
Command, re-

oter met.
e tpne e
(L vidow)on ety o proent

Lucas' remains and

Lucas’ mother,
Twent with my supervisor, Chap-
Jain (Maj) Michael Pomorski 02 con-

prepae the family for thei reon.
T, Giddas o mct Lcas' s01
ek d i g
Condit, Andrea Lu

it horgradmother”sid Gid
1visied e more s befoo she
dicdon Sept. 5

“She was still v otional
abouthis death it was sl fesh with

However, Giddens soon i
alpsiion.aschp
Sl ol peiarie ob He

i.lummvn\lll\vru‘ onsibi

ity of
o illsout

her,” eflected Giddens. He said that

buried,she had asense of losure and
some saaction i knowing is -

mch o h pper el
nging monuayservicesand i
iy e o Ylesng, i bad

by elephone or emil,” said Gidde

rhe =t
‘memorial service. Giddens however
asked Chaplin (Lt Col,) Gerry Fox,
e 63% RSC stff chaplain, o give
the sermon and read scripture.
“We had 2 nat opporanity (0

p y of x. He
S nn work. “1 was there for emo- ~.umlvm».ulml'Nluquhulo[

Chaplain Gidders cer i At tonal supportnadion o beping . iedta memorl s ke
et  military issues and _one, fora LS. v mmmmmmm
S e e B Wer ecovered from Souiheast Asi
um«)mn.\p\.\m com the San Di- _ Meanwhil,Giddens, wholivesin  Luca' emains were loes buried

to assst them i the
o o e hliscs
family

Clmont went o il on Sundy
That day, he received a call from
-Condit. She told

Melissa Luc

7
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In the Land of Crazy Horse

Dental soldiers pull
teeth, fill cavities at
Indian reservation

In the Black Hill of South Da-
Kot ntelandof
d General Custer, soldiers rallied
St R
through 70 miles of grasslands (0 the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservalion.
“Teherh he opporaniytobelp
people 0go places.” re
Alan Chien, de e 1856
Medial Company out of Sation.
Calif. Imimm:ommgwsemlvl)a
Kota wi

aking out roting e,
in others or snapping.

L. Col. George So0hoo, lef, and Pfc.
sery on a local Indian patien.

Edwin Castillo perform dental sur-

deputy chief, “And the prevalence

patient’s teeth, Staff Sgi. Ted

Nine solder, consiing of thee

erage).
the soldirs s very good: They do
o the minimum. They could

Jo Tilone oot tient
e back in a return appointmen,

T e
dentst, i ssistnts and e
tionist at the Pine Ridge uum.u‘
acility Dental Clinic.
(oI5} ki i b
and children, from the reservation.
“The most common service during.

one sitting)."

Pfe. Lioyd A. Cobarrubia,
dental assistant, notic erence
e e
1o e back home in Southern C:
fomia. “You have (o adjust a lile,

h i

304 filing them with liguid stver
“amalgam.” Other times they. pried
out wisdom teeth, took x-rays,
y plague and instructed
patients o bite into molds from which
dentures would be made.
when

you're out o diraffic, s
real quiet town,” he said.
He observed how cooperative and
tive his patients were,
assisted dentist Capt,
Carlos A. Horiguchi, refining the
skills herecenly learned at advanced

sl ken by bis -
5. “All the differ

e e alow Feer B Lo
Vany Wounds, they are fascinat

2 cay 2
big smile when Capt. Chien and Ng
greeted him in their Army uniforms.
‘When asked how he felt about the.
Ay gvinghimcheck p e sid
with a gri

T o e 165% sccompiihed
their_obijectives at the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. Next year the

155° p sty at reserva-
tionin Sheridan, Wyo.
sdaitany YelawBorie

oo hildren ars out of school, the
c gt verybusyund camn
1 the patents, suid
‘ou.k\xlnguu et of e lnc
e dental need here is very
“dded Michael E. Gmurer,

et Kt ] o
cavities on a patient. Cobarrubi

insiruction on using .m Tt
i g e il
and asirsinfil
e mithrs S i
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says the employeesrally A

Bl “They (asoutemyoricy the
sites and going places. They arc in-
terested in our culture
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Sldies fom the 1641 Corss Sipot Group e home o Mess Aiz in .l rewnion with family

members. (Photo by John D. Wagne

Home! Soldlers return from war against terrorism
ooy

Story by Jo
S A . et e it s

ofpeople wavng flags, s rumbled i camying e

120 soldiers retuing hom

The twops [umn oot of I busee T WAt ams

and streams of te
You're ba: mod fomer sl Linda By

s gged gt n.w Thlen here i

S. Herr y Reserve Cent

The soiers s from e 1645 CorpsSuppart Group

o yere bk o i ot i Unhekim ot

border o Alhanisan mong more than 70
i e e e

ept. 11,2001

Uzbek nationals 24 hours a
Before ey arvedatthe

day, seven days
ved at the camp, a former Sovietair
bas was only one building, according to Col,
beplpenleil

We had o build a ity for 2,500
amount) he said. “In the end, we
cight build

aweck.

ople,” (he total

d 220 tents and

" constructed by local contractors.
“The soldiers were involved in many tasks. Miller

noted tha they had about 300 Uzbek nationals work:

ingonth base. Exch hud 1 nter hrough ey

and be searched. M:
Saadonal vasincharg

Ramona

Thei st
{etorsm—oeganizingth vatsupply chain o toeps
the Afghan theater

Whether food. v
othcr supplies I logatcs baroas of e 14
yided highlevel coordination. Planes and teains
broughtia sopplies constanty. Solier stored foodin
hundreds of m m.mp.m“m.mm or transported
it out on other planes or in tr

cks driven by

M, Scot Swanson gz he siorgeand move
mentof food. oveall
food ntothe insalaion Much had s mm
on hefped oversee the construction of about 25,000
e o sorageFcil i o et vegetable, i
andoherfooditems

il oedanoer mision: 03 ordanianhspil
rovided food, wal

b, repe i . e o

(Continued on inder

ater, fuel, X
1o od it s nd
‘Soldiers Ret
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[GezesitorySart
Surglcal unit saves lives in Afghanistan

Story by Sge. 1 Class Brion Meun
G P o o

KHANDAHAR, Afghanistan—Armiving apprehen-
sive butjumpinginto duy, ..mmom.c.\ from a 63°

RSC medical team performed about 70 surgeries during
deployment here.

e

above his right ankle.
T had the best seat in the house, * said
emergency room nurse at Scripps Hospital i
80, T was on he receiving end and saw how every-
body ralied,responded and provided can «
anywhere.”

hed (0.2 nit o the 101 Airborme Division, the

tion 2 Ther

of the primary surgical assétin
e e i 3

said the team’s head nurse, now a casualty. They treated
buns, blst wounds and high velocity gun shot wounds.
‘They took care of civilians, children, Afghan National
Army regulars, coalition soldiers and detainees in addi-
tion 1o USS. forces.

One of the casualties was their own. The al-
teady-seasoned 1980° unitstood eady when [+
Doug Elm Army Reserve nurse, was rushed
room with a gunshot wound just

3oto the opecatl

| inors s seve
convoy o i KO

ral mile avay \lv\.ﬂhm)\ firein th

sk i Elmore, who be Puple Heat rom
sk For s the first

Col. Tom Broach does paperwork while doctors operate in a field hospital in Afghanistan. (Photo submitted by
19801h Forward Surgical Team)

Spring 2003 Blade
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Surgical Unit

ontumi o 1

o ot i i

P
e A i b o sk

3

rea.

“We can sart iiravenous) ins, we can do trac
“we can take cae of the ABC's (arw:

ing,circulation) bettr than any other config
my has come up with.” 5

senersl surgeon whojoined t

Sone.

The 1980 s ptient wasan Afghan shepherd who

wasinjuredwhenone of is sheep e was tending st
o indnia Th knd min ki g -

o the hephed 3 and Kilng 20ofi

very good sbout of him <md§gl

TimNiekle, an Ay medic nds lmm.m

“When T took him 10 th g (of the base camp) and

Col. Frank Conn, a
forward surgical team in

SIS R e e
i id

(the gunner) would have lml s I
bt (nseting.a brating ube) him.”expla
yearold Cap. David Kol narse ancepetis: The

edical team then stabilized the injured crew and evacu-
aled them 10 3 hospital.

‘While deployed, the 1980* would sec s criti-
cally wounded patets nluing mberof
an explos bR ey

resied others nluding four Canadiansodirs and  four

st L. Doug Emore receives a Purple Heart from Col. Mike:
Linnington, task force conmander, for being shotduring
duryin Afhanistan.

referring (0 the children.
e | ik

surgery and one who sustained a serious head i
‘made it out”

“The young patients emotionally moved Spe. Mary.
Policarpio, a recent graduate of army medic trai

r sty omnded a,

cmldkn who
dent

finest hour.”

e a part of this war,” she said.

Soldlers Return

(Cmvlmum from p.
mmll':mmpwuml ! Millersid. “They saw 350
etensaday Webwilcwood loorsfortheminthe hostal

oneverything.
was like flower,” Miller said “It afected every-

i

lived in tents and

dustinyour food-everying. We brough in mrs

time we eft there were ewif any problems. It was; i

the

et —lter-
aly. Comodian Rbin Wil el

m
se stopped.” said Thelen. “He was
see on TV."
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Legal maneuvers

SJA troops head for field, Iearn ‘law of war’

Story and photo by Capt. Meera Maheswaran

G lif.—Leaving aside
theilegal o, il bricts andjudcal minutic bout
80soldiers took tothe field totrain for war

For fouryeus now, the $0-pls members o the 78
cgal Support Organi
o d B
o furt

o Fort Hunter-
training in the.
woods and wast

i, hand-igal movrents
s lasted about four

9 ntifying lan
ot ln.ofowar Immmn m clas
g

For starers, ca e plaoon was iven cooninses @
find, using a topographical m: 1,
posts s prosacion: A U wmmmnn\] Tl
o point, the platoons encountered scenarios of enemy-
Rk b O e civiians on the bt
felg, CS

kil I being attacked,
mmmung\l Mstr St Rosie Rocha, ui adminis
Gr

fe” asashield
He pulled out & vespon

eying o obain 0

Capt. Kenneth Egan, right, plays a foreign militiaman,
while Sgt. Alejandro Ormelas is an enemy sniper during
the legal unir’s annual. field training,

unarmed...50 you can just imagine how a 19-year-old

ve teams dealt with him on sep

The laws of war deal

P
Like mostsituations, war and stres bring out the best

Anoter imethey came scos  andaine. Teams
were told, “You've tripped the minc; what do you do

ong, 4 membe o e i
onte band by an

iy bearing, Copt ER
vanced party, was it

Pticpani a0
ad 10 puton their masks.
For a bunch of JAGS it was a good

e pre
ety s Ve o bt capture.

‘After they were
by the controler and the platoon would radio the center
or the next coordinates

19 Lt Gary Grant, one of the “players” n the
el planned e obirved Tt s eesting &
see how the (legal) officers responded under pressure
e o s e i

Spring 2003 Blade

the potentially He later
reflected philosophically, “Wow! That was cool.

At e of th Four days, everyone agred ha
was the bt ficldexe

This wes e pmmu clinic of what we preach
as attomeys, * sa 2. “We got the ch
aly prac Rl b of just knowing the
o

12



63" runners land trophies
in Army Ten-Miler event

by Michael Stephan
Loping along on a flat, icturesque course in
siid, 634 RSC soldirs i away vih e wphies n
the 2002 Ay e i e
2 e 22 oldies orthe ventin Wash
on D.C. Nearly 13000 unnces complie the com:
peton, The 63 solders ook svards in e folowing
tegorics: 2 plce: US Army Reseve Cor
o, e kL\eneMunT v and 3o

ey
oryvas csabished Tho 63 cam of George Fiser
Albert Munoz, Henry Serrano and Robert Roberso

lcedighthamong e cive duy erpeant majo eams
il b op Rosvetcan

ilary Disrctof Wash-

and waul\un o the United Sstes Ay . he

e irisonof b pemieerunning s e
Hisrecognized by Runer s Word

ancioned 15 e e Ut s, T

s 10 promote a positve image of the Army

llmnﬂ\mmml ment o physialfitness, eprit e corps and

lence

Chaplain’s Column
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‘Army- of One’-ad star goes to Kosovo

Story by Julia Bol
‘Amy Recniting (\-mmm-l mo
Photo by Spe. Pal
e i e ‘poster soldier”
for the U.S. Ammy Reserve, but Spc. Sandra Mercado is
not leting the, ead. Ayearafer being
featred i theAmmyofOne”avertising campign she
is still focused on her goals and proud of her decision to
enlist. And she’s getting more from the Army Reserve.
than she ever expecte
Thebroadess jour
tary j

st it she hodigh expec
sill,the e
Operatins Detachment n Bel, . Car
experience will help
Hin carer i tlvison broa

year, Mercado deployed to Kosovo forsix months
it Ao P s Do
serve uni’s siserunit alsoin Bell
222% she would help produce the Vide
Iout activities within the 63"
vordamosphers ofer deployment, she
has gained a new level of accomplishments fo
Fahladann e b
erednfanry soldies condcting i inserio
<. lve ight fis and
lack Hawk heli

he Yuge e
P A
copter.

11 been so much fun,” she said. “I'll be very proud
when I come back to have tha field experienc

Spe. Sandra Memulu prepares o shoot video o a
her

of this energetic 20-year-old soldicr. The Pasadena City
C a

Kosovo sireet

St pun v letocas ey

said Mercado.
ted a lot out of the Ay and now he Amny

expects a lot from me. Tike the pressure.”
‘The Rosemead, Calif, high school graduate joned

the Army R ber of her senior year. She
‘and advanced individual training after graduation

“Aufirst, | wanted (o be like everybody else and go
straight 0 3 universty

0-pound.
malesoldier” s ST gt Soot . Mavia ri e

ested
Knew at a young age that br\mdcmlmp was her niche,
ado has tremendous natural broadcasting talent,
cconin o Cap. Greg Gordon, 2220 commander
“Her unique personality and communication skils are
eseail R ity poito bt many ollhcwqu.\hno

s syt it working on ber e e
surted about how she xperien
15 back ap S0 s hought shout 1 iy ot
ens who had alreadybeen caling her and decided o check
out her options.

Fora soldier who weighed under 100 pounds before

Spring 2003 Blade

e not
i iing progams ‘Gordon siid.

“Toits Army makes the most out of every-
one, bt there S nosubstiating Fw mmml ule
the case of Spe. Mercado, that's w




n Force

‘Bomb’ searches and taut fences

Evans helps keep
63rd buildings
safe in tense times
/\:,:’Z "i;;'[ﬂ photos by Staff Sgt. Kent

AllenC Evans rnbis and sercss

b G
i L E
dirt, He scanned the top where metal

centerspellsa poten

I security prob-

“The fence should be tay
puelE S i
Sicpnie Chi from the 376
S Batalon, 63
RSC. Evans makes r inspec-
e e
meet he sndrds o keep unstho-
tized people 0
e e
someone could slip.

Ihmu\ o ook for. Fortunately, the
foncing was sound.

As physical security special

the Office of the Provost Marshall

nce 1996, Evans” pririty is protect
iers, civilians, build

Allen Evans checks a fence as Capt. Stephanie Cha watches

S i sy scsmen,

avid swimmer who says heis par ish.
Evans usually hides a simulated
bomb in very places
Brans id most of e tme nis
bomb threat tea or the
et nm, s o
s o ostio e o mid
beis o g o
but expla ou don't have 10
Hidesomething (mock C-4exphive)

and equipment

He works closely with and fills
request fron facilty man:
saftn maters angin fom uperad-

distributesabombi et gt
Video to every 63" ut

ing in motar pools (o erecting con-

“It’s gratifying to fix secu-
ity moblana fesiet Tk .

problems,” said Evans, whose re-

frombeingammed by veice,
also supervises anti-terrorist

avacancy athis office. Evans said he
finds warking with  budget, ulking
vith

ages (0 be con

nd joined the Arny in 1976, He
earned a bacl degr
parks, recreation and tourism man-
agement

has been a river guide o
mnmmn 0 e it Fiver
in Georgla and el police o
s Fort Jackson, 5.C. Evai
e im0
eral continents, from Bangkok,
Hungary. “All

i teams
5 0 i 40 ey Coers
throughout California, Arizona and

sponsibilities keep this
former Army ranger and Special
Forces soldier very busy.

15

SRR

pn el
anlyzes e roireens andscope

ers and contractors
Recently. he got a work order for

Spring 2003 Blade

the obe bave heldhave inalved
groupdymamics wit
Evans. “If I c

PEoBIS, Lwould'(be i thisbusl-
ness. 1 deal with everybody from
the general down 1 privates.




Soldiers pump water, haul fuel in exercise

Story by Maj. Ron Lane

CRANE NAVAL WEAPONS STATION, Ind.—The
scenario: A city water system is shut down by terrorism
ithg dangering the lives of ctizens. C

specialized Army unit prodiice cnough repla
teto preventdisa

The 19° QuanemaserBasalon ok part i sl
workd exercis With ine otber s in case thia
Happens. Pumping and then prifing S million gllons

nearby Iake he teat, ltimatcly compled th

of schedule

s pat of e Perleum, Ois o Lk
ise—d LEX. red asul

ermaster Company
and 415* and 307 Qu aricrmastce deachunens, ll oot
o, Gl and e 965° Quarermaser
ive units from other parts of

quipment and v isset up
o pumps st the shore of a Take on bse it would
suckout 600 gallons per hou. The water would flow 0
15 ant wate-purificaton nis—resemblingsei-rock
irslers-that would ke th diry ke wate and urh it
ino clearclean iquid. The waterwas then pamped o
huge storsge bags typically holding 50,000 gallons
apie a53 were assembled collctvely into
“Farms.” The 316~ and 968° wer among th unisrun-
ving the sorage mission. Spe. Jorge Morals of the 413th Quartermaster -

Unitsincludin the 419 n e e teoush
more than six miles Andihesoldersuimately - he Arizony desert, ransporin Je fuclfrom Davis-
e i R
much of which was added to the base’s stored water
supply

“Tam proud tht we were abie 0 take on this uniqu
mission.” said Sgt. Robert Oge of the 968°. [ am con-
fdnt e st h b igh o Fllow-on i 1 and

. Bt he

be xereite inlvedone o e s siing
e e e e 20000 gllons in "o am'— i, collap
il sorsge baps—rought o or
“on T
. Raymond Crosin, petr-

The mison went i well Rkl We peformed
anner with o accidents, Allthe units e
a through When they aved.”
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Who let the dogs out?

Vet team helps
canines, inspects
food for troops

Story and photo by Sgt. Eric C.
Barker
3000 Mol Fblc Affsie Deschent
KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Af-
‘ghanistan-Prowling the war zone
ihakeen ensofsmelandagrowl
in the throal, mar iend has
Seene Cheatlyia e

or.
And the 109° Medical Detach-
mentis ensuri
for both parols and mine-sniffing,
will continue (0 do their jobs.
ot only does the 109th provide
lition Force

dogs—commonly Germin Shepherds
‘and Belgian Malinois—but they are
also responsible for the food health
of Coalition service members. “We
have three primary types of jobs in
the 109",” explained Capt. Mark

ofthe
check 10 “Rocky,” amilitary dog . With him is Staff Sgt. Brian Stammeyer
o the 202nd Military Police Company.

ar. I they need more aanced
joctors can do major surgery

:E

“We look for goodgquality and ry to
s what it paid
falsoinspect

he unit officers,
who are nnunlly veterinarians; food
inspector specialists and animal care

the dogs every
two days and check the animals’
health by performing visual exams,
according toSpe. Napoleon
devalat, m animal e specalit

wring shut leg or tail cuts, cleaning
and dressing scrapes, performing
‘stomach surgery or operating an bro-
Ken bone

“The injuies are typially from
flls or running into objects,” noted
L. Col. Gary Brickler, commander.
“These are prety energetic degs.

“The unit, working out of Kuwait,
hus a dual mission. It also works

facturesare| lmmnpvkmweclcd an

pre-approved group tack in thestates,
b R'mi) Arbel, AL
‘hanistan, where temperat

Teach mors than 1008

wesionih

S
mpcat=l deet ook

poisonbac
s ouloblo s el of
Soldirs"exphined Gonzalez. Wedo

inNorvalk, Cai.
‘Sometimes thes ple checks
such s using & ucllvmcopc 1o listen
to breathing an
e it ot . Cal,
casonal govidesNghe el of
well. The vet team i equippez
(o handle aimos any medicl Sue-
tion that may oceur with.in-theater
dogs. "Dog cars i very simila t0
i care et o Kandatar A.,.
o explained Die
vide basic emergency and xurgxcnl

17

el here, o nspet he iy of
incoming food. These are ypically
Meals Ready to Eat, as well a
mcm bananas, apples, unngc\
S
e o

““We are on call 24-7 fer food
deliveries,” said Sgt. Edwardo
Conzalez, food

rightfor consumption.
A:cnrdmgm 109h soldiers, their
mission here s fa from being over:
Were yin o coondirate some
B s i O
fairs” said Dierberger “We want lwgel
outand; m'\ybc lphelocal Atghans

catte 'nll\wmﬂd\mllldelmllmyv-

and a route salest n
Join Walnut, Cali Wemi;efl all
S
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medicine, Brickle i
¢s all part of winning hearts and
minds.” noted Dierberger.
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