DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

APPENDIX 7 (ARMY MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY) To ANNEX E

(SAFETY) 

To 100TH DIVISION (IT) SOP

1.   REFERENCES:  

      a.   AR 55-9

      b.   AR 55-29

      c.   AR 55-30

      d.   AR 385-55

      e.   AR 190-5

      f.   AR 600-55



 g.   FM 9-43-2

      h.   FM 21-305

      i.   TC 21-305-2

      j.   TM 21-300

2.   PURPOSE:   The object is to provide a continuing and aggressive Army Motor Vehicle (AMV) Safety Program that safeguards all soldiers and equipment from accident loses.

3.
QUALIFICATION:  Driver qualification, testing and licensing is IAW AR 600‑55.  Initial driver qualification training is IAW TM 21‑300.

4.
GENERAL:


a.
The primary ingredient of a AMV accident prevention program is involvement by the commanders and leaders.  They are responsible for supervising and promoting the safety program as well as ensuring adequate training of all assigned personnel.  Incorporate the following actions to prevent AMV accident:



(1)
Commanders will establish written dispatch procedures that include procedures for release of vehicles during amber and red road conditions.



(2)
For other than routine local trips, commanders will ensure that all drivers and assistant drivers receive a mission briefing and complete a mission risk assessment.  The completed risk assessments and driver’s mission briefs will be maintained for 30 days.



(3)
Commanders will ensure that operators are current and qualified to operate their assigned vehicle and special equipment such as Night Vision Devices (NVD).


b.
Use driver incentive awards to recognize individual achievements in AMV safety. (Driver’s Badges, etc.)

5.
DRIVER EDUCATION:  


a.
Brief AMV drivers on facts and circumstances of AMV acccidents with emphasis on lessons learned .  Advise drivers of changes in traffic regulations, routes, temporary dangers, and other information important to accident-free driving.


b.
Commanders will ensure that all drivers receive, at a minimum, annual sustainment training IAW AR 600-55.  First line supervisors are responsible for conducting annual check rides to determine driver proficiency and identify weaknesses.  Record sustainment training on DA Form 348.

      c.   Commanders will establish a remedial training program for operators involved in at-fault accidents or traffic violations, misused equipment, or demonstrate a need for additional training.

6.
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF VEHICLES:  Under no circumstances will anyone operate an unsafe vehicle.  “Deadline” any AMV that is not in a safe operating condition.  Place special emphasis on the proper maintenance of brakes, fuel systems, horns, wipers, lights, directional signals, and other safety devices.

7.
ENFORCEMENT AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS:  Everyone has a responsibility to promptly report AMV operators who demonstrate poor driving behavior or driving misconduct to the commander.

8.
ARMY MOTOR VEHICLE RESTRAINT SYSTEMS:


a.
Experience has shown that the use of seat belts will reduce the number and severity of injuries in motor vehicle accidents.  AR 385‑55 prescribes the Army policy concerning seat belt use.


b.
The number of installed sear belts in an AMV depends on the authorized seating capacity, therefore, do not put more people in an AMV than there are seat belts to accommodate them.

c.
Operators will not place a vehicle into motion until all occupants have fastened their seat belts.

9.
ARMY MOTOR VEHICLE RECOVERY:


a.
Each HMMWV will have a tow strap as part of its basic inventory.  Possession of the strap will not impact on the operation of the vehicle, because each driver will exercise good judgment and not depend upon them.  AMV operators will only use straps for their intended purpose and will not use the strap when a tow bar is more appropriate.


b.
The straps are for recovery of mired HMMWVs and repositioning of disabled HMMWVs.  Recovering and repositioning means towing the vehicle clear of obstacles, mud holes, and traffic lanes.  Do not tow vehicles on roadways or distances greater than that required to clear the obstacle or obstruction.


c.
A HMMWV is the only authorized tow vehicle.  Do not use the strap on a GSA vehicle or any other military or civilian vehicle.  The only authorized attaching point on the HMMWV is a clevis on the front or rear of the vehicle.


d.
The driver of the tow vehicle will brief the driver of the towed vehicle and the ground guide (when available).  Brief towing procedures, anticipated vehicle actions, control signals, and when to cease the operation.  This is to avoid mechanical or physical damage to either vehicle.


e.
Use a ground guide forward of the tow vehicle when available.  No one outside the vehicle will be within a radius that is twice the length of the strap(s).  When one strap is not long enough to get to a mired vehicle, connect additional lengths by looping the ends.  Do not connect a strap to any other type towing device, such as a chain or cable.

  f.
Only the driver will ride in the towed vehicle.  When using a tow bar, a driver will not ride in the towed vehicle unless it is absolutely necessary.


g.
To recover a mired HMMWV, attach the strap to both vehicles and slowly take up the slack.  A driver must be in the towed vehicle.  The towed vehicle must be running and in gear with the parking brake off.  Apply progressive  power to the tow vehicle and only enough power to assist in the towed vehicle.

h.
If a strap becomes frayed, cut or damaged in any way, do not use it.  Turn it into supply and request a replacement.  If a strap is lost do not replace do not purchase a replacement, inform supply.  Replacement straps will only be requisitioned through unit supply.  Replacing a lost or damaged strap that does not meet the original specifications could result in an injury or damage to equipment.

10.
NIGHT VISION DEVICES:  This paragraph covers training, standardization, licensing, and currency requirements for AMV operators using night vision devices (NVD).


a.
The brigade commander and each battalion commander will appoint at least one NVD instructor. Instructors must be NVD qualified and licensed in each vehicle in which they will provide instruction.  The commanders will designate in writing that the instructor is certified IAW AR 600-55.


b.
The instructors will implement this program, conduct qualification and refresher training, administer road tests, and report unit NVD operator status.  Driver training and licensing will be conducted IAW Appendix 6 to ANNEX C of 100th Div SOP.


c.
The Brigade NVD instructor will provide the Div G-4 with a copy of personnel that are NVD qualified and current. G-4 personnel will not issue NVDs to drivers that are not NVD current and qualified, except for training with a certified NVD instructor.

11.
 AMV OPERATIONS OUTSIDE THE LOCAL AREA:


a.
For other than normal operations in the local area, supervisors will brief the AMV operators and complete a risk assessment for each mission.  The briefer must evaluate the route, determine rest and meal break requirements, assess the driver’s route familiarity, potential traffic congestion, weather, road conditions, departure time, vehicle type and driver fitness.  When the briefer determines the trip length, he or she can determine the need for an assistant driver.


b.
Briefer will ensure compliance with the following IAW AR 385-55:

     (1)
Drivers will not be assigned to drive an AMV for more than 10 continuous hours, nor will the combined duty period exceed 12 hours in any 24-hour period without at least 8 consecutive hours of rest.



(2)
If more than 10 hours are needed to complete operations, a qualified assistant driver must be assigned to each vehicle. The total duty day of 12 hours will not be exceeded by any 
one driver.



(3)
Drivers will take rest 
breaks every 2 to 3 hours of driving or every 100 to 150 miles, whichever occurs first.  During breaks drivers will inspect their vehicles and ensure equipment and cargo are secure.  One hour meal breaks must be taken.



(4)
The use of headphones or earphones while driving AMVs is prohibited



(5)
Drivers will not consume intoxicating beverages during the 8 hour period prior to scheduled duty or during their normal duty shift.


c.
When the operation involves two to five AMVs, the briefer will designate a driver in charge (mission commander) of the group.  The briefer or the driver in charge will brief the other drivers.

12.
CONVOY OPERATIONS:  The commander will appoint a convoy commander when 6 or more vehicles operating as a column, or 10 or more vehicles per hour are dispatched to the same destination.  Convoy commanders are responsible for ensuring convoy operations meet all safety regulations.  The convoy commander will ensure compliance with the applicable requirements in AR 55-29.

13.
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRAINING (HAZMAT) FOR DRIVERS:  AMV drivers must receive introductory/familiarization training to transport HAZMATs such as ammunition, explosives, and bulk petroleum oil and lubrication.  The unit commander must certify in writing that an instructor is familiar with the requirements of AR 600-55.  The instructor will document HAZMAT driver

qualifications on the OF 346 (U.S. Government Motor Vehicle Operator’s Identification Card), DA Form 348 (Equipment Operator’s Qualification), or the appropriate unit level logistics system (ULLS) form.

14.
AMV ACCIDENTS:


a.
Report all accidents IAW Appendix 9, AR 385-40, and AR 190-5.  The Military Police will investigate AMV accidents involving a fatality, personal injury, or an estimated cost of damage in excess of $1,000 or the amount established by Service/DLA policy.

b.   Utilize the Division or Brigade Pre-accident Plan

  c.
Notify the local civil and the nearest military law enforcement officers when an accident occurs off of the installation.


d.
Inform the commander and the safety officer/NCO.


d.
Complete SF 91 (Operator Report of Motor Vehicle Accident).


e.
Obtain the name, address, and phone number of other drivers and witnesses.


f.
Do not make statements regarding liability to others involved in the accident.


g.
The driver will not operate an AMV until the unit commander clears him or her.
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